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The Eco Cottage

Sustainable Disaster Housing

Fred Krimgold

Advanced Research Institute

Virginia Tech

Alternative Housing Pilot Program

• FEMA funded experiment 

• Executed by States

• Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Texas

• Potential transition from interim to 

permanent

• MEMA program

Mississippi Cottage

Eco Cottage
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The current ECO Cottages are designed for    

1. LEED level silver certified and 

2. Enhanced air quality  

3. Energy efficiency,

4. Sustainability  

5. Sensitivity to the environment

6. Moisture, mold and rot resistance. 

The existing architectural design is for a two-

bedroom unit of 892 square feet..
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Housing Assessment Tool

• For data collection on existing offers

• Notation of relevant standards

• 182 categories of data collection

Climate & Hazards

Ventilation & Air Quality

Special Needs (UFAS)
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Market Influence

• Stockpile of 4,000 units

• Key Role of Travel Trailers

• Uncertain Demand


