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Consequences? Fuel accumulation reduces effectiveness of suppression
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& 3/4 of the increase occurred among lightning-caused fires
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Westerling et al,
2006 Science

Western US Forest Wildfires and Spring—Summer Temperature
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Summer Temperature
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Late Snowmelt Years Early Snowmelt Years

1972 - 2003, NPS, USFS & BIA Fires over 1000 acres



Projected Climate Change Impact on California Wildfire
by 2070-99
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