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NDCs @ COP26:
A short explainer of NDCs

• Built on UNFCCC Articles 4 & 12 
commitments and Kyoto 
Protocol’s mitigation targets 
(“quantified emission limitation 
and reduction commitments”)

• Defined in Paris Agreement   
Article 3 =============➔

• Perceived as “bottom up:” 
embody self-differentiation per 
CBDRRC

• Paired with reporting / “enhanced 
transparency” requirements 
under Article 13

• Assessed collectively under 
Article 14’s “global stocktake,” 
which fuels the ambition cycle or 
“ratchet”

PA, Article 3:  As nationally determined 
contributions to the global response to climate 
change, all Parties are to undertake and 
communicate ambitious efforts as defined in 
Articles 4, 7, 9, 10, 11 and 13 with the view to 
achieving the purpose of this Agreement as set 
out in Article 2. The efforts of all Parties will 
represent a progression over time, while 
recognizing the need to support developing 
country Parties for the effective implementation 
of this Agreement. 



NDCs @ COP26: 
The ambition cycle

Source: World Resources Institute



NDCs @ COP26:
The political context of increasing ambition

Source: Climate Action Tracker



NDCs @ COP26:
The political context of increasing ambition

Source: UNFCCC Secretariat



NDCs @ COP26: 
The treaty context of finishing the Paris Rulebook

• Common time frames
• Should all NDCs cover the same time 

frame? (yes, beginning in 2031)

• if so, starting when?

• If so, what is the length of the common time 
frame?

• Impacts on other parts of the Paris 
Rulebook
• CTU on mitigation elements

• Article 6

• Article 13 ETF’s biennial transparency
reports

• Global stocktakeSource: World Resources Institute


