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Three themes to cover

Geopolitics

It is a priority for strategic
US allies

d
Ay

Security

It has implications for US
national and international
security interests

E3G

Learning

The US is not immune to
climate impacts and lacks
a coherent strategy




Climate risk is a geopolitical issue
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Climate Change is Driving Debt for Developing Countries | UNFCCC



https://unfccc.int/news/climate-change-is-driving-debt-for-developing-countries
https://www.scidev.net/global/news/developing-countries-deeply-frustrated-by-cop26-outcome/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/07/1096812

Climate impacts have implications for US and @
international security E3G

* “We assess that climate change will increasingly
exacerbate risks to US national security interests
as the physical impacts increase and
geopolitical tensions mount about how to

Climate Change and respond to the challenge...

Intemat.'onal Responses * Elsewhere, as temperatures rise and more
Increasing Challenges to extreme effects manifest, there is a growing risk
US National Security of conflict over water and migration,

particularly after 2030...
Through 2040

 intensifying physical effects of climate change

..will b t acutely felt in developi
N AT I 0 N A I. ccgl;.luln":ri%{; \?vsi\itglc\l:/veeésges;naree _‘Ila_\?hsngei IeaflstI
INTELLIGENCE effects will Increase the potential for instability

and possibly internal conflict in these countries,
E S T I M AT E in some cases creating additional demands on

US diplomatic, economic, humanitarian, and
military resources”

There is a significant overlap between countries that are most vulnerable to
climate impacts and those that are at high risk of conflict




Lessons for addressing impacts at home
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The total cost of U.S. billion-dollar disasters over
the last 5 years (2017-2021) is $742.1 billion, with
a 5-year annual cost average of $148.4 billion,
both of which are new records and nearly triple
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Source: 2021 U.S. billion-dollar weather and climate disasters in historical context | NOAA Climate.gov



https://www.climate.gov/news-features/blogs/beyond-data/2021-us-billion-dollar-weather-and-climate-disasters-historical
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/23/opinion/climate-change-financial-disaster.html
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