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Addressing climate risk

• More finance for adaptation

• More climate finance to most vulnerable countries and 
communities

• More locally led adaptation 



Why Locally Led Adaptation?

• Local actors have first-hand knowledge of climate impacts 

and how to cope

• Local actors are the ones who understand the nuanced 

contexts in which they operate

• LLA means more context-specific, agile and diverse 

approaches to building climate resilience 



Finance not reaching the Frontlines

• < 10% global climate fund finance reaches local levels, 

• < 2.5 % humanitarian finance flows via local responders

• Most international climate finance goes through large 
intermediaries 

• Complex application processes, reporting requirements, 
and use of large, hamper access

• System does not support agency and decision-making 
power for local partners



Finance not reaching the frontlines



Locally Led Adaptation Principles

Devolving decision making to the lowest 
appropriate level

Addressing structural Inequalities faced by 
women, youth, people with disabilities, 
Indigenous Peoples, and excluded ethnic groups

Providing patient and predictable funding that 
can be accessed more easily

Investing in local capabilities to leave an 
institutional legacy

Building a robust understanding of climate 
risk and uncertainty

Flexible programming and learning

Ensuring transparency and accountability

Collaborative action and investment

Providing patient and predictable funding 
that can be accessed more easily

Investing in local capabilities to leave an 
institutional legacy

Collaborative action and investment
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We will develop strong 
climate finance 

architecture, with at 
least 70% of flows 

supporting local-level 
action by 2030

Mobilize funder and 
government 

commitments to 
expand resources and 
support for locally led 
action and in-country 

action. 

Growing political commitment on locally led adaptation

Sources: LDC Group (2019) ; Global Commission on Adaptation (2019) 

http://www.ldc-climate.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2050-Vision.pdf
https://gca.org/reports/adapt-now-a-global-call-for-leadership-on-climate-resilience/
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Growing political commitment on locally led adaptation

• COP26 Adaptation Campaign putting LLA at the 

heart of Adaptation, Loss & Damage Day

• Climate & Development Ministerial Summary 

stressed the importance of LLA

• G7 Foreign & Development Ministers communiqué 

welcomed the principles 

• Adaptation Action Coalition integrating LLA

• Race to Resilience seeking to champion 
Principles for LLA among non-state actors



Over 55 endorsements to the 8 LLA Principles



Locally Led Adaptation Principles

Devolving decision making to the lowest 
appropriate level

Addressing structural Inequalities faced 
by women, youth, disabled, Indigenous 
Peoples, and excluded ethnic groups

Providing patient and predictable funding that 
can be accessed more easily

Investing in local capabilities to leave an 
institutional legacy

Building a robust understanding of climate 
risk and uncertainty

Flexible programming and learning

Ensuring transparency and accountability

Collaborative action and investment

Providing patient and predictable funding 
that can be accessed more easily

Investing in local capabilities to leave an 
institutional legacy

Collaborative action and investment



Locally Led Adaptation at COP26

• Amplifying voices from the frontline, including at 

Adaptation, Loss & Damage day

• Dedicated spaces for discussion on LLA, including 

Resilience Hub and LLA

• Endorsements and support for LLA



Looking Ahead

• Growing movement for locally led adaptation

• Commitments and action

• Strengthened evidence and knowledge base


