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American Farmland Trust’s Mission:   

to Save the Land that Sustains us



Soil health Is the 
ability of soil to 
function as a 
living ecosystem 
that supports 
plants, animals, 
and humans. 



Sources: AFT Soil Health Case Studies and D.A. Kane et al, "Soil organic matter protects US maize yields 
and lowers crop insurance payouts under drought," 2021.

https://farmland.org/soil-health-case-studies/
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/abe492/meta
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Improved Soil Health Will Save Taxpayer Dollars

Source: A. Crane-Droesch, et al. “Climate Change and Agricultural Risk Management Into 
the 21st Century.” USDA Economic Research Service. July 2019. 

Improved Soil Health Will Save Taxpayer Dollars

https://www.ers.usda.gov/webdocs/publications/93547/err-266.pdf?v=8927.6


Only 6% of 
Eligible Acres 
were Planted 
with Cover 
Crops in 2017

6%
Acres Planted with 

Cover Crops

94%
Acres Left 

Bare

Source: USDA 2017 Census of Agriculture



Barriers to Adopting Conservation Practices

Cost Risk Information Cultural Land Tenure



Conservation Programs 
Provide a Solid Foundation to 
Build on

Photo Credit: Rebecca Drobis



Title ll: The "Big Five" Conservation Programs

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) – Rental payments for 
temporarily taking land out of production

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) – Generally
1 to 3-year contracts to implement conservation practices

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) – Up to 5-year 
contracts to maintain whole-farm conservation practices

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) –
Permanent conservation easements to protect farms and 
wetlands from development

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) –
Conservation projects on a watershed or regional scale

ACEP 7%

CRP 34%

CSP 23%

EQIP 31%

RCPP 5%

Relative Funding for 10-year Baseline

Source: National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition



Strengths and 
Areas for 
Improvement

Locally-implemented with 
well-vetted science-based 
standards

Highly oversubscribed, lengthy 
application processes, gaps in 
support, equity challenges, 
limited room for innovation



C. Day and M. Happ, “Closed Out: How U.S. Farmers are Denied Access to Conservation Programs.” 2021.

A. Basche et al, “Evaluating the Untapped Potential of U.S. Conservation Investments to Improve 
Soil and Environmental Health.” 2020.

https://sustainableagriculture.net/blog/closed-out-how-u-s-farmers-are-denied-access-to-conservation-programs/
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fsufs.2020.547876/full


AFT’s 
Conservation Goals 

for the Farm Bill

Increase Long-Term Adoption of Soil 
Health and Climate Smart Practices 

Make NRCS Programs more Accessible

Bolster Farmer to Farmer Learning 
Networks

Photo Credit: Carlos Valery Jr.



❑ Provide Sustainably 
Increased Funding to meet 
Farmer Demand for 
Conservation Financial and 
Technical Assistance

❑ Streamline Program 
Implementation



Increase Support for Farmer-to-
Farmer Learning



Create a Farm Bill 
Program that 

Provides Match to 
Build up State and 
Tribal Soil Health 

Programs



Create an Office of 
Small Farms at USDA



Keep in Touch!
Samantha Levy 

slevy@farmland.org

www.farmland.org/2023-Farm-Bill

mailto:slevy@farmland.org

