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Who We Are

The Island Institute works to sustain Maine's island and coastal 
communities, and exchange ideas and experiences to further the 
sustainability of communities here and elsewhere.



Where We Work



Why Rural Matters:

It’s part of what defines 

our region.

“You can’t get theya

from heeya!”



http://www.islandinstitute.org/bridgin
g-rural-efficiency-gap



How We Work

• Facilitating community 
conversations to spur 
adaptive actions

• Providing planning and 
technical support to move 
communities forward

• Making targeted investments 
to leverage larger returns 
from State and Federal 
Programs







Vinalhaven

1150 year-round 
residents







http://www.islandinstitute.org/resource/shoreup-
maine-2019-who-pays-and-how



We need direct investments 
into the state...

It’s about the ability to 
Plan...

...and the ability to 
implement once we 

know the cost and time 
horizon
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