
Why the media need climate 
polling to do their jobs

(And people in politics might, too)



● The Impact of Extreme 
Weather on Views About 
Climate Policy in the United 
States, from March 31 – 
May 8, 2022.

● Nationally representative 
sample of 2,646 U.S. adults 
ages 18 or older. 

● Interviews were conducted 
in English and Spanish, 
according to respondents’ 
preferences.

The vast majority of respondents had 
experienced extreme weather events



● Notice how it compares to 
the U.S. adult population 
more broadly

● The takeaway: as more 
people experience 
extreme weather, they are 
more likely to see it and 
climate change as a 
problem. 

● And that has implications 
for policy makers

If you’ve been affected by extreme 
weather, you are more likely to 
consider climate change a crisis or a 
major problem





About 17% of respondents said 
they’d experienced serious financial 
hardship because of extreme weather

Of those, more than 70% said they were 
uninsured or underinsured to cover those losses.



Nearly one in four 
respondents said they or 
someone in their home faced 
health issues because of 
extreme weather

One unexpected health issue was the 
lack of air conditioning, in places in the 
Pacific Northwest and parts of California



Americans who suffer through extreme weather 
are more likely to support action on climate





What the impact of climate change
on people’s lives means for you




