Why the media need climate
polling to do their jobs

(And people in politics might, too)



The Impact of Extreme
Weather on Views About
Climate Policy in the United
States, from March 31 —
May 8, 2022.

Nationally representative
sample of 2,646 U.S. adults
ages 18 or older.

Interviews were conducted
in English and Spanish,
according to respondents’
preferences.

The vast majority of respondents had
experienced extreme weather events

Figure 2. Serious Damage, Health, Financial Problems for U.S. Households
Facing Extreme Weather Events in the Past Five Years (in Percent)
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Notice how it compares to
the U.S. adult population
more broadly

The takeaway: as more
people experience
extreme weather, they are
more likely to see it and
climate change as a
problem.

And that has implications
for policy makers

If you’ve been affected by extreme
weather, you are more likely to
consider climate change a crisis or a
major problem

Figure 1. Public Views on Climate Change as a Crisis/Major Problem,
by Recent Experiences with Extreme Weather (in Percent)




%
B T v
D
Lo i

<Y
-

. R s




About 17% of respondents said Of those, more than 70% said they were

they’d experienced serious financial uninsured or underinsured to cover those losses.
hardship because of extreme weather

Insurance does not cover most extreme weather losses

71% of those who reported major losses or financial problems after extreme weather were either uninsured or
underinsured.

B uninsured ] Underinsured Insurance covered most loss / damage

Notes

This graph represents the 18% of U.S. adults who reported major home or property damage or serious financial problems as a resuit

of extreme weather events in the last five years.

Source: NPR/Robert Wood Johnson Foundation/Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health poll of 2,646 U.S. adults conducted
March 31-May 5. The margin of error for the overall sample is 2.8 percentage points.
Credit: LA Johnson/NPR



Nearly one in four One unexpected health issue was the
respondents said they or lack of air conditioning, in places in the
someone in their home faced Pacific Northwest and parts of California
health issues because of

extreme weather

n p r WAMU885+ & SIGNIN @ NPRSHOP

EINEWS(® ¥ CULTURE(® J MUSIC() (3 PODCASTS & SHOWS (*) Q SEARCH

NATIONAL

Americans connect extreme heat and climate

change to their health, a survey finds

June 22,2022 - 5:00 AM ET
Heard on Morning Edition

MOLLY PETERSON




Americans who suffer through extreme weather

are more likely to support action on climate

Figure 2. Public Support for Specific Policies Related to
Protecting Against Weather Disasters (in Percent)

% support, by experiences of extreme weather in the past five years

More state and federal regulation to make the
electricity grid in your area more resistant to

extreme weather, even if it raises electricity prices 47
(60% support nationally)

64

State government spending increases to better

prepare your state for future weather disasters, 63
even if it requires you to pay higher taxes

(57% support nationally) 39
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NPR/Robert Wood Johnson Foundation/Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, The Impact of Extreme
Weather on Views About Climate Policy in the United States, 3/31/22 — 5/8/22. N=2,646 U.S. adults ages 18+.



Figure 3. Public Support for Policies Related to Climate Change (in Percent)

% support, by experiences of extreme weather in the past five years

The federal government requiring carbon emissions
reductions from power plants
(78% support nationally)

The federal government setting stricter fuel
efficiency standards for cars and trucks
(67% support nationally)

Local bans on using natural gas in newly
constructed buildings, and instead requiring electric
stoves and power (39% support nationally)

Taxing the use of carbon-based fuels (coal, gas, oil,
natural gas) to encourage a switch to renewable
energy, even if it substantially increases energy

prices (39% support nationally)
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NPR/Robert Wood Johnson Foundation/Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, The Impact of Extreme
Weather on Views About Climate Policy in the United States, 3/31/22 — 5/8/22. N=2,646 U.S. adults ages 18+.




What the impact of climate change
on people’s lives means for you

30% of registered voters say they are likely to vote for a candidate in the next election who
favors major government action to limit climate change

When it comes to the upcoming 2022 Congressional election, 30% of registered voters say they
are very likely to vote for a candidate because they favor major government action to limit
climate change. Meanwhile, 33% of registered voters say they are somewhat likely, 15% say
they are somewhat unlikely, and 22% say they are very unlikely to vote for such a candidate.







