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Warmest winter on record worsens
California drought




Solving Global Climate Change

Reducing Restoring
Emissions Carbon

Responding
to Impacts

Promoting a comprehensive suite of nature-based solutions
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Presentation Notes
- Our CA Climate program - 3 strategies  -– 
Reduce & avoid ghg emissions –Fossil fuel & forest loss- Policy
Remove carbon from the atmosphere & store  in trees & other natural systems / sequestration
Cope with the unavoidable impacts of climate change by building resilience in human communities and ecosystems  / adaptation
Conservation has role in all three -– using nature to address one often makes progress in the other 2 – restoration at Ham City - CLICK
Our Niche in CA – Only group Pursuing all three strategies through conservation
Nature-based Solutions – familiar – 
restoring wetlands, reconnecting floodplains and reforesting riparian areas
TNC has worked the longest and thus shows more progress on forests,




Climate Risk Reduction & Resilience

Climate Change Magnified Extreme Events
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Last year US experienced 12 weather disasters each costing over 1 billion dollars 

Huge price tag and threats to communities are motivating government action

Focusing on extreme weather makes climate change real to people in lives  CLICK

Conservation is part of the solution set by reducing impacts to people before they happen.    

Strive for 2 – Plan for 4



Reducing Climate Risk with Natural
Infrastructure

 Reduce risk

e Clean water

e Fish wildlife habitat
 Recreation

e + Property values

* Avoid CO2 emissions

Yolo Bypass
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Impacts are happening and Cities beginning to Plan
New Issue -  policy vacuum 
Working to establish a public policy platform to promote NBA w/ a priority for “green” infrastructure where feasible.

$ to be spent – mix of green & grey – preference
Green has several advantages – econ study.
Get in on ground floor – avoid catch up like push for solar in desert
Building support for this in CAS, BCDC plan, w/ Brown Admin & legislature.



REDUCING
CLIMATE RISKS
WITH NATURAL
INFRASTRUCTURE
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 It works
Cost Effective
Flexible
Builds community
Multi-benefit



Natural Infrastructure

Works

Cost effective
Flexible

Multiple benefits

Builds community
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Demonstrated success - Yolo
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February 28, 2014

Ms. Ann C. Chan

Deputy Secretary for Climate Change
California Natural Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Comments on the 2014 Draft Safeguarding Califormia Plan
Dear Secretary Chan,

The Nature Conservancy, Defenders of Wildlife, National Wildlife Federation, Environmental
Defense Fund, Natural Resources Defense Council, Audubon California, California Native Plant
Society, Public Health Institute, Point Blue Conservation Science, Pepperwood Preserve,
Council for Watershed Health, Save the Bay, Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority, Land




Areas for Improvement

SMART Actions
Preference for natural infrastructure

Hazard avoidance

ntegrate climate into standard business practice



N o U s N

Climate Smart Principles

Plan Ahead to Reduce Risk

Focus On Future

Prioritize Natural Infrastructure

Collaborate Across Sectors

Take Actions That Produce Multiple Benefits
Quantify GHG Emissions Reduced & Avoided
Employ Adaptive And Flexible Approaches
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Our Legacy
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