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Nuclear Colonialism

...I1S the systematic dispossession of indigenous lands,
exploitation of cultural resources, and the subjugation and
oppression of indigenous peoples to further nuclear production
of energy and proliferation of weapons from uranium mining,
uranium processing, weapons testing, and waste storage,
resulting in the destruction of indigenous peoples and cultures
and creation of National Sacrifice Zones.

Sources:
INader & Gusterson, Half Lives and Half Truths
2Compilation of Definitions of Nuclear Colonialism from LaDuke, Churchill, and Benally



Contamination in NM
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Abandoned Uranium Mines (AUMs)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) estimates™:

% 15,000 U mine locations in 15 western states
(most in CO)

%  75% of those on federal and tribal lands

U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)
estimates®:

% 4,225 defense-related U mines

%  Approximately 11% of the 4,225 mines are on
tribal lands and other areas where poverty,
linguistic isolation, limited educational
opportunities, and other factors contribute
to increased vulnerability to pollution.

Sources

Thttps://www.abandonedmines.gov/wbd_um.html

2 https://www.energy.gov/Im/articles/working-group-addresses-abandoned-uranium-mines

Map: https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-05/documents/402-r-05-009.pdf

Western Uranium Mine
Density By
Hydrologic Unit Code

Legend

| - HUCs >100 U mines

Il Hucs 51-100 U mines
B HUCs 11-50 U mines
| HUCs 6-10 U mines
HUCs 1-5 U mines

In the MAS/MILS Database the

Upper Dolores (CO), San Miguel (CO),
and Lower Dolores (CO) Hydrologic
Unit Codes (HUCs) Each

Have > 300 Uranium Mines


https://www.abandonedmines.gov/wbd_um.html
https://www.energy.gov/lm/articles/working-group-addresses-abandoned-uranium-mines
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-05/documents/402-r-05-009.pdf

Navajo Nation Sovereignty

RISKS TO DINE BIKEYAH FROM PRUPUSEDATRANSPURT

Map by Diné No Nukes & Rezist Designz

Diné Natural Resources
Protection Act, 2005

Radioactive Materials
Transportation Act, 2012

Declarations on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples
— United Nations, 2007

— Organization of American
States, 2016

— Atrticle XXII. Indigenous law
and jurisdiction
Protection of health of
people, elements, Sacred
Places, future generations
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Health Impacts

HEALTH EFFECTS OF URANIUM ON PREGNANT WOMAN

Uranium (a) (1000s of years)
Thorium-230 (a&y) (77,000 years)
Radium-226 (a) (1600 years)
Lead-210(B)(22 years)
Polonium-210 (a) (138 days)

SPLEEN
Thorium-230 (a&y) (77,000 years)

LIVER
Uranium (a) (1000s of years)

Radium-226 (a) (1600 years)
Thorium-230 (a&y) (77,000 years)

KIDNEYS
Uranium (a) (1000s of years)
Lead-210 (B) (22 years)

Copyleht 2016 Radiation Monitoring Project

BRAIN
Radon (a) (3.8 days)

Radium-226 (a) (1600 years)
Lead-210(B)(22 years)

LUNGS

Radon (a)(3.8 days)
Thorium-230 (a&y ) (77,000 years)
Lead-210 (B)(22 years)
Polonium-210 (a)(138 days)
Radium-226 (a) (1600 years)

PANCREAS
Thorium-230 (a&y) (77,000 years)

DIGESTIVE TRACT

Radium-226 (a) (1600 years)
Thorium-230 (a&y) (77,000 years)

REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM

Uranium (a)(1000s of years)
Polonium-210 (a) (138 days)
Radium-226 (a) (1600 years)
Thorium-230 (a&y) (77,000 years)
Lead-210 (B) (22 years)




Southeast NM is not suitable for CIS
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Coal Fields

Existing production
areas: San Juan,
Ralon, Permian Basin

Existing production
area: Bravo Dome

Frontier areas:
Chama Funi Acoma

Frnntier areas
Rio Gra

Frontier areas:
Dathan, Las Vegas,
Eslancia. Tucumean,
Chupadera, Mesa,
TularosaOilero,

Pedrogosa

Frantier area:
St Johns

Qil & Natural Gas Production and Frontier Areas

* Already Overburdened Area
* Permian Basin
Sinkhole in Carlsbad
* Recent Tornado
* Lack Emergency Preparedness

20 miles Proposed Sites for Consolidated “Interim” Storage (CIS) of
~ _HighyLevel Irradiated Waste from Nuclear Power Plants
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Letters from NM
Legislators to NR
after education
re: CIS

* 2016 Memorials
— House
— Senate
* NRC applications for

CIS not public until
2017-18

1 A MEMORIAL
2 | REQUESTING THE EDDY-LEA ENERGY ALLIANCE TO DEVELOP A

3 | CONSOLIDATED INTERIM STORAGE FACILITY.

5 WHEREAS, the 2013 report from the blue ribbon commission

Nefo Mexico State Senate

To: Nuclear Regulatory Commission Chairman Kristine L. Svinicki;
NRC Commissioners Jeff Baran and Stephen G Bumns

Rick Perry, Secretary of the Department of Energy

ator A\

From: Cisco McSorley, S

Date: Februa

v 10,2018

ce: Senators Tom Udall and Martin Heinrich and Representatives Michelle Lujan
Grisham, Steve Pearce and Ben Lujan

Subject: Request for NRC to allow adequate time for New Mexico Legislatures and state
agencies to examine potential impacts and policy recommendations related to the

proposed Consolidated Interim High-Level Radioactive Waste Storage Site facility

Dear Madam Chairman, NRC Commissioners, Secretary Perry:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has received a license application from
Holtec International for Consolidated Interim Storage of hi -IE\:cl r‘.\dmk‘tcnvwc waste, :
spent fuel from nuclear reactors. The initial 40-year license application xcck.\ storage o
8680 metric tons radioactive waste, but a license amendment would be n‘qun.sfs,d for :
subsequent expansion phases, with anticipated storage of up to 100,000 m‘cl}:h. n;.:ca“ !
high-level radioactive waste. A shallow subterranean system \.\un\d ~Inrt the \v» Sals
ounty site, 34 miles west of Hobbs and 32 miles east of Carlsbad, New Mexico.

Lea

The NRC may soon deem Holtec's application complete, thus initiating a public input
process and opportunity to intervene. An NRC scoping comment period on the N
Environmental Impact Statement for the license is expected this Spring. If there is only a
4, the scoping process will be over before the New Mexico
receive expert testimony, get

typical 45-day comment px .
Legislature has had an opportunity to hold public hear
citizen input and make scoping recommendations

34
e 1

1 HOUSE MEMORIAL 40

2 52ND LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2016

3 INTRODUCED BY
4 Cathrynn N. Brown and Stephanie Garcia Richard
5

State of Nefw Mexico
House of Representatifies
Sunta T

Feb. 14,2018

To: Nuclear Regulatory Commission Chairman Kristine L. Svinicki;
NRC Commissioners Jeff Baran and Stephen G. Bums

Rick Perry, Secretary of the Department of Energy

cc: Senators Tom Udall and Martin Heinrich and Representatives Michelle Lujan Grisham, Steve
Pearce and Ben Lujan

Re: Request for NRC to allow adequate time for New Mexico Legislators and state agencics to
examine potential impacts and policy recommendations related to the proposed Consolidated
Interim High-Level Radioactive Waste Storage Site facility

Dear Madam Chairman, NRC Commissioners, Secretary Perry;

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has received a license application from Holtec
International for Consolidated Interim Storage of high-level radioactive waste, spent fuel from
nuclear reactors. The initial 40-year license application seeks storage of 8680 metic tons
radioactive waste, but a license amendment would be requested for 19 subsequent expansion
phases, with anticipated storage of up to 100,000 metric tons of high-level radioactive waste. A
shallow subterrancan system would store the waste at a Lea County site, 34 miles west of Hobbs
and 32 miles cast of Carlsbad, New Mexico.

The NRC may soon deem Holtec's application complete, thus initiating a public input process
and opportunity o intervene. An NRC scoping comment period on the Environmental Impact
Statement for the license is expected this Spring. If there is only a typical 45-day comment
period, the scoping process will be aver before the New Mexico Legislature has had an
opportunity to hold public hearings, receive expert testimony, get ciizen input and make scoping
recommendations

We, the undersigned Legislators respectfully request that the NRC leave the scoping comment
period open long enough to allow the Legislature and state agencies an opportunity to fully
Teview critical issues in the appropriate legislative interim committees, and make policy
recommendations that can be included as scoping comments. We ask that the NRC not issue a
Consolidated Interim Storage license until the Legislature and New Mexico state agencies have
had this opportunity. Some of the issues we will want to consider include:




Opposition to CIS et of s Gruces

Council Action and Executive Summary
Item #_3 Ordinance/Resolution#_19-017

For Meeting of July 23, 2018  For Meeting of
(ord

.
New Mexico . ot oA e G
Board of County Commissioners (BCC) ‘

Please check box that applies to this item:

1. Lake Arthur 09 / (0] 7/ 17 Meeting: 06/12/18 05:00 PM [JQUASIJUDICIAL [ ILEGISLATIVE [JADMINISTRATIVE

.| | TIOLE: A RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE THE TRANSPORT OF HIGH LEVEL NUCLEAR ‘
2. Albuquerque 05/21/18 P WASTES AND THE CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF NUCLEAR WASTE

3. Jal 05/29/18 o :.I:nl::::{:o NATION anie, Counci Delegate
KC ER ry Jr., President
4. Bernalillo County 06/12/18 v oraaL Faivs|  Kin Litsé sinili sheman uooty Vo redos[New
RESOLUTION 2018-22 - Sehi ; e Am:(';:awgl:;:::;b"

5 . La S Cruces 07/23/1 8 OPPOSING CONSTRUCTION OF AN INTERIM ortation

HIGH-LEVEL NUCLEAR WASTE SITE IN AND AROUND LEA COUNTY or: RESOLUTION OF THE CHURCHROCK CHAPTER

6. Santa Fe County 09/25/18 WHERE resoLUTIN No. (RC K 08 -DP

ca Counties in NM are targeted for forty years or more of

storage for the n ngerous nuclear reactor waste, which could lead to dangerous — CHURCHRDCK CHAPTER OPPOSES TRANSPORT OF HIGH LEVEL RADIOACTIVE W
7. Ga”up 09/25/18 de facto permanent dumps, and importing high-lovel radioactive waste would put millions of Nl AV A, ALSO CALLED "SPENT™ FUEL, FROM NUCLEAR POWER REACTORS. THROU G
peaple at risk for financial and health impacts from poteatial accidents or incidents; and g CONAOCIRIIAN SOUNTRY AND DINE BIKEY A NTHE RALL LNES 0 ROROSED
8 M cKinIey County 1 0/02/1 8 WHEREAS, Hollce Inc. s spplid tothe Noclear Regulatory Commission for a licease e ::(’“"::‘““\"\”I"‘“I‘:"Irllll‘;)(\:u\[\)l\r:e: QUESTS FOR PROTTEC “u“\ O DT EASTERMNEW kico
. 10 store up to 100,000 tans of 'spent' nuclear reactor fuel, which i all of the nation's most dangerous e LEAR WASTE TRANSPORT  the
8 nuclear waste, in temporary in-ground storage in Lea County, SE New Mexico; and WHEREAS 1) :
9- Belen 11/1 0/1 WHEREAS, transporting high-level radioactive waste for the purpase of consolidated 1. The Navajo Nation Council Resolution C5-34.98 coacted the Navaio Nation G ) i 2)
storage would unneces: ase risks of accidents or terrorism activity, and the waste codified it under Title 26 of the Navajo Nation Codez and 0o manee Actand us
10. Churchrock Chapter 08/1 5/1 8 would travel through the Southeastern New Mexico region, where the City of Jal is located; B i ‘:;2
and A ol e e N s s B o e e oec o the Loca Coverneace
the Navajo Nation WHEREAS, high-level radioactive was d remain secured st or near the site of provides for Chapters to mak atters of local i sy
generation and be ransporied only once, when & scientifically vishle pemanent dispossl site e Fin
N io Nati Diné / / 8 bosons svailsble; md — beenghaziani et} s
1. ava)o ation Ine " 29 1 WHEREAS, high-level radioactive waste consists of irradiated (speat) fuel from onnil .:u,'““:“ il bitsagdee beenahaz'danii p to
. I . - nuclear power reactors andior weapons production thaf includes uranium, plutonium and other . sancthary » ). These laws provide
Uranium Remediation Advisory Commission eadioacive clcments that must b isolated for thousands of years or longer. The waste on a e and e e
single train car would likely contain us much plutonium as was in the bomb dropped on s ol s

Nagasaki; and i naljat'a is the foundation of th
Texas belieland trus n the Diog by
WHEREAS, exposure 1o radioactivity is known 1o lead to birth defects, genetic damage, inherdnt rights, beliefs, practi

and cancers and unshielded exposure to high-level radioactive waste could give a lethal dose; and

4 Pursupnt 10 Title 4 Navaj b
o \ct, The Navajo

ey, shall exert to the

th appropr

WHEREAS, our lives, land and aquifers must be protected from radioactive contamination

12.  Bexar County 02/21/17
. which could resuli Trom accidents, radi n releases or leaks, or ferrorist acfions during the
13.  San Antonio County 03/30/17 A gl v s o e o T pied o2 Y

consolidated storage is licenscd; and

o limit or elim;
jo Nation, but

e Navajo

14. Dallas County 04/1 4/1 7 WHEREAS, an accident relcasing only a smal amount of radioactivity could contaminate

8 42-square e are. A 1985 DOE stdy foune iha cleanup could. cost $620 mllion in  rural ]
15. M idland County 04/24/1 7 area. Taday, the amount for cleanup could be much more; and
16. Nueces County 02/04/15 N

17.  Denton County




NM Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham:

"There's nobody that's been able to demonstrate
to me that there isn't risk here," she says. "There
is risk. We need to be clear about that. | don't
think it's the right decision for the state."

Source: New Mexico Is Divided Over The 'Perfect Site' To Store Nation's Nuclear Waste, NPR Article
by Nathan Rott, April 11,2019



CISis Environmental Racism

Map created by Nuclear Issues Study Group (www.nuclearnewmexico.com/NISG)
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e Nuclear Power Plants

e Proposed CIS Sites:
* Holtec International
*  Waste Control
Specialists

Resources

https://www.nrc.gov/info-finder/reactors/

https://www.nrc.gov/reactors/operating/map-power-reactors.html
https://holtecinternational.com/productsandservices/hi-store-cis/

http://www.wcstexas.com/facilities/ and http://wcsstorage.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/WCS_Application.pdf



