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Core Question: Do you think that global warming will pose a serious threat to you or your way of life 
in your lifetime?



Data: Gallup 

Core Question: Thinking about what is said in the news, in your view is the seriousness of global 
warming--generally exaggerated, generally correct, or is it generally underestimated?



Recent Polls: Most Americans…

• See solid evidence of human-caused global warming (Muhlenberg)

• Say effects have already begun (Gallup)

• Think it is very serious (ABC News/Washington Post)

• Are worried about global warming (Yale/George Mason)

• Feel government is doing too little (AP-NORC & Pew Research Center)



See also: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (2022): 
Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability.



GW Concerns by Race & Ethnicity

Figure: Ballew et al. (2021)
Data: Yale & GMU (2009-2018)



Figure: Ballew et al. (2021)
Data: Yale & GMU (2009-2018)

Race & Ethnicity with 
Political Partisanship



Registered Voter
Sample (KFF)



Question: Thinking about this year's (2022) midterm elections, how important, if at all, will...climate 
change be in making your decision about who to vote for?
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Black Registered 
Voter

Sample (KFF)



Do Americans accurately perceive these 
group differences?
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Actual vs. Perceived Environmental Concern

Figure: Pearson et al. (2018) 
Data: GfK/KN (2016)





Do Americans even recognize climate 
inequities?



Core Question: Which statement comes closer to your view, even if neither is exactly 
right?...



Concluding Remarks
Public opinion & recognition of climate inequities

• Trends show rising concern about climate change

• Americans are highly concerned and want more government action

• Black, Hispanic and Latino, and Lower-Income Americans are 
among the groups most concerned
• Yet are misperceived as among the least concerned

• Low recognition of the unequal impacts across groups in the U.S.


