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Meridian’s Union Station







Passenger Rail Investment and 
Improvement Act

- First effort to provide significant funding commitment 
to Amtrak

- Introduced 2005
- Passed 2008
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- Introduced 2005
- Passed 2008

Senator Trent Lott (R-MS) 
Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ)

Rep. James Oberstar (D-MN)





Gulf Coast



FAST Act
- First time transportation reauthorization 

included Amtrak as well as highways and 
transit

- Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety 
Improvements Program (CRISI)
- Rail infrastructure/equipment
- Nearly $6 billion since 2015

- Restoration and Enhancement (R&E) Grant 
- Covers 6 years of operational support



FAST Act
- First time transportation reauthorization 

included Amtrak as well as highways and 
transit

Senator Roger Wicker (R-MS) 
Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA)

Rep. Bill Shuster (R-PA)



I-20 Corridor



IIJA
- Corridor Identification and Development 

Program (CIDP)
- Corridors under 750 miles
- 69 corridors selected

- Interstate Rail Compacts (IRC) Grant Program
- Operating support for up to 10 interstate 

compacts
- Southern Rail Commission is the model



IIJA
- Corridor Identification and Development 

Program (CIDP)
- Interstate Rail Compacts (IRC) Grant Program

Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA)
Senator Roger Wicker (R-MS) 

Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-OR)







Denver, CO



Normal, IL



Downeaster



Empire Builder



Surface Transportation Board
Passenger Rail Advisory Committee



- Incentivize more providers
- Indemnification and liability

- Open national equipment pool
- Available to all providers
- Standardize rail procurement 

practices
- Stable federal funding 

Next Reauthorization


