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WHAT IS INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE FINANCE?

“the provision or mobilization of financial resources to 

assist developing countries to reduce and/or avoid 

greenhouse gas emissions and build resilience and adapt 

to the impacts of climate change.”

— U.S. International Climate Finance Plan

White House. 2021. U.S. International Climate Finance Plan. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/22/executive-

summary-u-s-international-climate-finance-plan/

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/22/executive-summary-u-s-international-climate-finance-plan/


WHY PROVIDE INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE FINANCE?

• Fulfil international responsibilities

• Boost credibility and influence

• Good development practice

• Creates jobs and export markets

• Address potential security challenges

Thwaites, J. 2017. US Climate Finance: A Great Deal for the Nation and the World. https://www.wri.org/insights/us-climate-finance-

great-deal-nation-and-world; Thwaites, J. 2021. 4 Climate Finance Priorities for the Biden Administration. https://www.wri.org/insights/4-

climate-finance-priorities-biden-administration

https://www.wri.org/insights/us-climate-finance-great-deal-nation-and-world
https://www.wri.org/insights/4-climate-finance-priorities-biden-administration


$100 BILLION CLIMATE FINANCE COMMITMENT

UNFCCC. 2010. COP Decision 1/CP.16. https://unfccc.int/documents/6527

https://unfccc.int/documents/6527


PROGRESS TO THE $100 BILLION GOAL

OECD. 2021. “Climate Finance Provided and Mobilised by Developed Countries: 

Aggregate Trends Updated with 2019 Data.” OECD. https://doi.org/10.1787/03590fb7-en

https://doi.org/10.1787/03590fb7-en


PUBLIC CLIMATE FINANCE PER YEAR 

AVERAGE 2016-18

Bos, J. and J. Thwaites. 2021. “A Breakdown of Developed Countries’ Climate Finance 

Contributions Towards the $100 Billion Goal.” WRI. https://doi.org/10.46830/writn.20.00145

https://doi.org/10.46830/writn.20.00145


PUBLIC CLIMATE FINANCE AS SHARE OF GNI

Bos, J. and J. Thwaites. 2021. “A Breakdown of Developed Countries’ Climate Finance 

Contributions Towards the $100 Billion Goal.” WRI. https://doi.org/10.46830/writn.20.00145

https://doi.org/10.46830/writn.20.00145


PUBLIC CLIMATE FINANCE COMPARED TO 

DIFFERENT EFFORT-SHARING APPROACHES

Bos, J. and J. Thwaites. 2021. “A Breakdown of Developed Countries’ Climate Finance 

Contributions Towards the $100 Billion Goal.” WRI. https://doi.org/10.46830/writn.20.00145

https://doi.org/10.46830/writn.20.00145


PUBLIC CLIMATE FINANCE BY TARGET AREA

2016-18

Bos, J. and J. Thwaites. 2021. “A Breakdown of Developed Countries’ Climate Finance 

Contributions Towards the $100 Billion Goal.” WRI. https://doi.org/10.46830/writn.20.00145

https://doi.org/10.46830/writn.20.00145


BIDEN’S NEW INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE FINANCE 

PLEDGE

Biden. 2021. Remarks by President Biden Before the 76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly; EU. 2020. Climate 

finance: EU and member states' contributions continued to increase in 2019. https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-

releases/2020/10/29/climate-finance-eu-and-member-states-contributions-continued-to-increase-in-2019/

$11.4 billion

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/10/29/climate-finance-eu-and-member-states-contributions-continued-to-increase-in-2019/
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STATE AND FOREIGN OPERATIONS 

APPROPRIATIONS ACCOUNTS

U.S. State and Foreign Operations Appropriations Acts, fiscal years 2016-2021. https://crsreports.congress.gov/AppropriationsStatusTable; U.S.FY22 

Presidential Budget Request. https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/; House FY22 SFOPs Markup. https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-

releases/house-passes-fiscal-year-2022-state-foreign-operations-and-related-programs

https://crsreports.congress.gov/AppropriationsStatusTable
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/
https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/house-passes-fiscal-year-2022-state-foreign-operations-and-related-programs


THANK YOU

joe.thwaites@wri.org

mailto:joe.thwaites@wri.org


PUBLIC CLIMATE FINANCE EFFORTS IN 2018

$80 BILLION PUBLIC FINANCE SCENARIO

Bos, J. and J. Thwaites. 2021. “A Breakdown of Developed Countries’ Climate Finance 

Contributions Towards the $100 Billion Goal.” WRI. https://doi.org/10.46830/writn.20.00145

https://doi.org/10.46830/writn.20.00145

