Fact Sheet

U.S. Climate Jobs

Climate jobs—spanning energy efficiency, clean energy generation, electricity transmission and distribution, energy
storage, clean transportation, public transportation, and other sectors—have been steadily on the rise in the United States.
The energy sector as a whole has experienced continuous growth in recent years, but in 2024 saw its slowest growth
rate since 2020. With a 2.8% growth rate, clean energy job creation exceeded fossil fuel job creation in 2024, and
outpaced overall U.S. job growth more than threefold. In total, there were more than 4,085,300 climate jobs in 2024.*
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Energy efficiency supported almost 2.4 million jobs in 2024. This includes
the work of designing, manufacturing, distributing, and installing energy-
efficient products and services. Every job category within this sector has
experienced growth since 2021. The states with the most energy efficiency
jobs in 2024 were California (312,090 jobs), Texas (182,506), New York
(135,393), and Florida (132,060). While energy efficiency jobs were up in
every state in 2024, the states that experienced the most growth were New
Mexico (+7.7%), Idaho (+7.3%), Nevada (+7.3%), and Oklahoma (+7.2%).
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Clean Transportation Jobs

Clean vehicles supported 398,100 jobs in 2024. This includes 161,200 jobs in hybrid electric vehicles, 148,300 in
battery electric vehicles, 70,300 in plug-in hybrid vehicles, and 18,300 in hydrogen/fuel cell vehicles. While employment
in the clean vehicle sector has increased overall since 2022, it fell by 3% from 2023 to 2024. Hybrid electric vehicle
employment saw the greatest losses, shedding nearly 6,000 jobs in 2024.

Renewable fuels supported 111,800 jobs in 2024, remaining steady from 2023. This includes about 36,100 jobs in
corn ethanol, 21,700 in other ethanol fuels, 33,800 in woody biomass, and 20,200 in other biofuels. Only woody
biomass experienced job losses in 2024, falling by more than 2%.

Public transportation supported 437,313 jobs in 2023, the last available reporting year. This figure comprises jobs in
demand response, bus transit, freight and surface rail, and other modes of public transportation. Bus transit alone
accounted for 50% of these jobs. Every $1 billion invested in public transportation can yield 50,000 jobs.

Adaptation and Resilience Jobs

As climate change impacts grow more frequent and severe, employment related to adaptation and resilience is also
expanding across many sectors, including natural resource management, transportation, infrastructure, public health,
tourism, and disaster risk management. The adaptation and resilience industry increased by 18% to $4.8 billion in 2024,
compared to overall climate industry growth of 9% to $532 billion. The growth comes primarily from work happening in
climate risk analysis, resilience planning, design engineering, and construction management. Alongside ongoing job
creation, existing jobs not traditionally considered to be climate jobs are increasingly incorporating adaptation and
resilience components as climate change intensifies.

As of 2025, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics has no category for adaptation and resilience-related jobs, in part
because of their cross-cutting nature. Accordingly, while there is information on industry growth from private sources,
individual adaptation and resilience jobs are not comprehensively tracked. Revisions to the Standard Occupational
Classification system during its 2028 update would be the primary avenue to strengthen analysis of adaptation and
resilience employment going forward.

The Future of Climate Jobs

Between 2021 and 2024, the passage and implementation of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (P.L. 117-58),
the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) (P.L. 117-169), and the CHIPS and Science Act (P.L. 117-167) fostered investment and job
creation in the fields of energy efficiency, renewable energy, and climate resilience. Investments from the IRA alone
were projected to create more than 303,500 jobs each year for new energy project construction, and about 100,000
permanent jobs each year after construction. In 2025, Congress and the Trump Administration weakened or eliminated
many IRA tax incentives and other funding that catalyzed climate job creation and growth. Nonetheless, with continued
work at the state level and potential federal interest in areas including geothermal energy, remediating abandoned oil
and gas wells, and decarbonizing heavy industry, climate-related jobs will remain an important fixture of the U.S.
economy.

Author: Nicole Pouy

This fact sheet is available electronically (with hyperlinks) at www.eesi.org/papers.

The Environmental and Energy Study Institute (www.eesi.org) is an independent nonprofit advancing science-based solutions for climate
change, energy, and environmental challenges. Founded on a bipartisan basis by members of Congress, EESI has been informing
policymakers about the benefits of energy efficiency, renewable energy, and environmental conservation since 1984. In 1988, EESI
declared that all energy policy must be examined through a climate lens, which has since guided us toward our vision: a sustainable,
resilient, and equitable world.
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