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Pushing Hard to Make Communities More Resilient

HURRICANES HARVEY, IRMA, AND MARIA were stark reminders
of the terrible power of extreme weather events. Such events
leave swathes of destruction that can take years to rebuild. And
they take people's lives. More than 9,500 Americans have lost
their lives in the 200 largest weather disasters since 1980. Sad-
ly, things are likely to get worse. Scientists agree that the
warming temperatures caused by greenhouse gas emissions
are making extreme weather events both more likely, and
more deadly. According to the 2014 National Climate Assess-
ment, the United States is experiencing more heat waves, more
heavy downpours, more floods, and more droughts because of
climate change.

A Sept. 8 satellite image shows hurricanes Irma, Jose, and Katia following each other.
Climate change is making extreme weather more likely.

We can't stop hurricanes. But we can take steps to make com-
munities more resilient and better prepared. With your sup-
port, EESI is working hard to inform Congress and other policy-
makers about the need for resilient and sustainable infrastruc-
ture. This is especially important as policymakers may soon
consider a new infrastructure bill that would have nationwide
repercussions.

In partnership with the National Association of State Energy
Officials (NASEQ), EESI has been carrying out a new briefing
series, “Building Resilient and Secure Infrastructure,” on Capitol
Hill. In four briefings (with more to come), we have examined
state and city initiatives, public-private emergency prepared-
ness partnerships, and more.
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Resilience saves lives. It
also saves our country
money. According to
the nonpartisan Con-
gressional Research Ser-
vice, weather-related
power outages alone
cost the U.S. economy
$25-$70 billion every !
year. Smart grids that
can resist or circumvent
outages could reduce
those costs by several billion dollars. If the right choices are
made for our energy infrastructure, energy systems can even
remain functional throughout the recovery period. One such
example is distributed generation, which, by spreading out en-
ergy sources, makes communities much less dependent on a
single, large power plant.
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Hurricane Maria devastated Puerto Rico, a U.S. territory.
More than two weeks after the hurricane made land-
fall, 90% of the island was still without power.

Investing in resilient infrastructure is far more cost effective
than repairing or replacing damaged buildings, roads, harbors,
airports, and transmission lines. It can also have many other
benefits, including lower monthly expenses for households,
businesses, and cities; restored and protected natural re-
sources (such as wetlands to absorb the brunt of coastal
storms); and job creation.

Resilience is also a valuable tool in the fight against poverty and
inequality. Extreme weather doesn't discriminate, but it hits
low-income communities hardest. It’s hard for low-income resi-
dents to evacuate, and the costs associated with job disruptions
and ruined apartments or houses hit them the hardest. Without
the means to move away from vulnerable areas, some low-
income residents must also endure the full range of after-effects:
no running water, no electricity, mold, air and water pollution...
This can have terrible health and financial impacts.

This is a challenging journey, but with your support, togeth-
er we are taking steps to ensure that resilience is not an
afterthought, but a key consideration in U.S. infrastructure
investment. O
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RECENT BRIEFINGS

SEPTEMBER

e How Can Cities Become
More Resilient to Extreme
Weather?

JULY

¢ 20th Annual Congressional
Renewable Energy & Energy
Efficiency EXPO + Forum

JUNE

¢ Protecting America’s Water
Amid Growing Threats

¢ The National Security Impli-
cations of Climate Change

MAY

o WIRES University — Electric
Transmission Infrastructure

¢ Powering Businesses, Homes
and Vehicles with Waste

¢ Energy Emergency Prepared-
ness: A Critical Federal-State-
Private Sector Partnership

e Investing in U.S. Infrastructure
for Maximum Dividends

APRIL

¢ How Foreign Climate Aid
Benefits the United States

MARCH

e The Economic Returns of a
National Transportation
Infrastructure Initiative

e Can the United States
Achieve a Low Carbon
Economy by 20507

FEBRUARY

e Electric Transmission
Infrastructure 101

¢ 2017 Sustainable Energy in
America Factbook

Materials and videos from
our briefings are available at
www.eesi.org/briefings

Alerting the Nation to Climate’s Security Impacts

IN JUNE, EESI HELD A BRIEFING (pictured) on
the national security implications of cli-
mate change. Following President Trump’s
decision to withdraw from the Paris Cli-
mate Agreement, the event was a timely
reminder that climate change is affecting
our country and other countries in many
ways. Climate change may lead to greater
international tensions as nations face food
and water disruptions because of extreme
weather events and shifting water patterns
associated with climate change. The brief-
ing, sponsored by Rep. Bacon (R-NE), was
standing room only! Dozens had to be
turned away at the door as the room
reached capacity, but they were able to
watch EESI’s livestream online. C-SPAN
also covered the event, which made it pos-
sible to reach an extended, nationwide
audience.

Understanding that climate change can
affect national security through national
disasters, droughts, displacements, and
energy disruptions is vital. Already, coun-
tries like Syria have experienced damaging
droughts that have only exacerbated un-
derlying tensions and conflicts. Additional-
ly, we are seeing economic stability and
energy operations threatened by natural
disasters like Hurricane Harvey, which dis-
rupted U.S. oil supplies and caused gaso-
line price spikes.

Since the briefing, a Congressional com-
mittee took a remarkably bipartisan step
to ensure the security community would
be able to continue to address climate
change. On June 28, the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee approved an amendment
for a must-pass bill, the National Defense
Authorization Act, which plainly stated:

“climate change is a direct threat to the
national security of the United States and
is impacting stability in areas of the world
both where the United States Armed Forc-
es are operating today, and where strate-
gic implications for future conflict exist.”

In approving this amendment on the must-
pass bill, the House Armed Services Com-
mittee acknowledged that climate change
is critical for the Department of Defense
(DOD) to address. The amendment means
the DOD will have the opportunity and
obligation to continue to address climate
change. (For example, the Committee
wants each branch to compile a list of its
10 facilities most vulnerable to climate
change in the next 20 years). Most remark-
ably, when another member of Congress
proposed an amendment to remove all
mention of climate change from the bill,
the House voted it down in a 185-234 bi-
partisan vote!

Among  many
other steps al-
ready taken, the
DOD has recent-
ly acquired facil-
ities that are :
more impervious to rising sea levels as a
precaution. Many military bases are locat-
ed on the coast and are vulnerable to ero-
sion, sea level rise, and storm surges—all
of which are amplified by climate change.
The military is also striving to become
more resilient and agile, by for instance
using renewable, homegrown biofuels for
its ships and planes, and by installing re-
newable energy in its bases so they're
more self-reliant.

With your support, EESI will continue to
educate policymakers about the interrela-
tionship between climate change and our
national security. Thanks so much! O

Check out the latest EESI fact
sheets and issue briefs at:
www.eesi.orqg/pubs
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Give Today to Defend Clean Energy and Push for Resilience!

THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION is
pulling back on climate ac-
+ | tion—but Congress also plays
an important role in clean ener-
gy and climate. With your sup-
port, EESI is engaging with
Members of Congress, the poli-
20 i S T B cy community at large, and the
med|a to h|ghl|ght win-win, sustainable solutions. Help ad-
vance energy efficiency, renewable energy, better buildings,
resilient infrastructure, and national security. Our work
would not be possible without your support!

ET’S PROTECT CLEAN AIR

You are essential. Show your commitment to climate
action and clean energy. Please make a gift today!

e Online. Make an online donation at www.eesi.org/donate
—make it easier on your budget and help the work keep
going by making it a monthly recurring gift.

e At work. Workplace giving is convenient! EESI is in the
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC #10627) and many private
-sector workplace giving programs. Ask your HR department.

EESI Gets Highest Marks from

THIS SUMMER, EESI was honored to receive two awards as recogni-
tion of its work as an outstanding nonprofit.

EESI earned a perfect rating from Charity Navigator, the lead-
ing nonprofit evaluator in the United States. This is the first time
EESI has received a perfect score (100 out of a possible 100
points) in both the financial health and accountability and trans-
parency categories. Only 55 organizations on Charity Navigator
received perfect scores! Additionally, EESI is one of only six envi-
ronmental charities to have earned a perfect score, out of 420
nationwide. EESI Board Chair Jared Blum explained, "This rating
by Charity Navigator confirms that, especially during this critical
time of threats to the environmental policies so essential to the
future, EESI programs are effectively managed and mission-
driven by its dedicated Board and staff and made possible by its
dedicated donors." As a result of its perfect scores, EESI was
once again named a Four Star Charity, for the ninth time!

And, for the 7th year in a row, GreatNonprofits reviewers made
EESI a Top-Rated Nonprofit, the first D.C. environmental nonprofit
to earn this top rating for 2017. GreatNonprofits granted the
award based on more than 100 reviews written by individuals
about their experience with EESI. Donors, stakeholders, students,
collaborators, and volunteers all contributed their reviews and
described EESI’s assistance in helping advance sustainable, practi-

e By mail. Mail your gift in the enclosed envelope.

e Double your gift! Ask your workplace if it matches employ-
ee contributions.

e Make a gift of $1,000 annually to become an EESI Asso-
ciate — or renew today. EESI Associates are businesses,
associations, family foundations, and individuals who are
an important part of the EESI family. EESI Associates are
a key part of making our work to advance sustainable
solutions possible.

e Have a Donor-Advised Fund at Fidelity Charitable, Schwab
Charitable, BNY Mellon, or elsewhere? Recommend a
grant to EESI today!

e Remember EESI in your will, insurance policy, or 401(k). It
can be as simple as naming EESI as a beneficiary of your life
insurance policy or 401(k). You can also include EESI in
your will or estate plan.

Thank you for putting your commitment to sustainable energy
to work in so many ways. You are needed more than ever! 0O

Nonprofit Rating Agencies
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CHARITY NAVIGATOR
Four Star Charity

Score
(out of 100) Rating
Overall Score & Rating 100.00 *kk Kk
Financial 100.00 Fokek K
Accountability & Transparency 100.00 kK

cal energy and climate solutions. Executive Director Carol Werner
said, “It is heartening to hear that EESI’s services have helped so
many people make better, more informed decisions—and that
they felt moved to leave such great reviews and ratings on the
GreatNonprofits platform. These reviews help us know what we
are doing well, and they help the donors who make our work pos-

1

sible know that they are making a big difference!

Thanks to all of you who have given to make this work possible.
There is so much to do, especially this year. You can feel good
knowing that you are helping find sustainable solutions to make
our communities stronger and more resilient. O


https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=7100#.Uz2ukFdQGSo
http://www.eesi.org/donate
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Remembering Paul Haven, EESI Volunteer Fellow, Donor & Friend

ON AUGUST 22, the world lost Paul Haven, who had
been a full-time volunteer Fellow at EESI since 2011.
All of us at EESI mourn the loss of Paul, a dedicated
father, husband, grandfather, and brother—and a
p §§§ man who devoted his time in early retirement to
‘(;J doing everything he could to combat climate
) \! change. He wanted his children to know that he'd
& done everything he could to accelerate the world's
_ transition to a clean energy economy.

Paul contributed to EESI in areas as varied as development, data-
base management, and transportation policy. He also became a
donor to EESI himself. When Paul came aboard as a development
‘intern’ (after retiring from a career in progressively responsible
positions at Verizon, during which he received four leadership
awards), we at EESI had no idea he would stay for the long run and
be involved in so many aspects of our work. But his wife, Jackie
Haven, was not surprised. As his college sweetheart, she knew that
when Paul dedicated himself to something, it was for the long-term.

Paul’s first love—work-wise—was transportation policy. He started
his career working for a transportation consulting firm after obtain-
ing a Master’s degree in Civil Engineering - Transportation from
MIT. Paul liked to say that while he was at Verizon, he'd switched
from thinking about how to move people around to thinking about
how to move data. But when he came to EESI, he switched back.

He was particularly interested in
how the federal government
plays a key role in promoting sus-
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policy throughout the country. Amaury Laporte
Richard Nunno
Before being stricken with multi-
ple myeloma, a form of cancer,
Paul was a caregiver himself.
After his early retirement from
Verizon, he dedicated himself to
assisting his elderly parents. And
he also helped his daughter
when she had significant health
needs while in college. This was
not surprising to anyone who knows him, as family was always a
priority for Paul, and he made sure that he was there for his two
kids and, later, his two grandchildren. Being a father and a grand-
father brought Paul great joy.

Adanna Okpala
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Paul was generous with his joy, sharing it with all those around
him, including all of us at EESI. This was evident at his memorial
service in Potomac, Maryland, where so many people turned out
to pay their respects to Paul’s family, to mourn his passing, and
to celebrate his life. We all miss Paul very much. ]

Read the full tribute at www.eesi.org/PaulTribute.

2016 TOP-RATED
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| Four Star Charity

The Environmental and Energy Study Institute is an independent, non-profit
organization founded in 1984 by a bipartisan Congressional caucus dedicated to
finding innovative environmental and energy solutions. You are needed now
more than ever—show your commitment with a tax-deductible gift today and
- feel good knowing that EESI has again achieved the highest rating from Charity
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Navigator and been named a Top-Rated Nonprofit by GreatNonprofits!
Please visit www.eesi.org to make a secure, online donation, or use the
attached envelope. Thank you for your support!
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EESI
1112 16th Street NW, Suite 300

Washington, D.C. 20036-4819
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