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Climate Change has turned summer into a Danger Season



Killer Heat in the United States



          

          

          

           

          

           

          

                      

                         

                

                         

                   

                      

                 

                        

                

                       

                          

                         

                   

                       

                       

                   

                         

                         

                      

Heat Index
Off the Charts

Undetermined: any level of 
exposure is presumed 
extremely dangerous for all 
people and likely to result 
in heat-related illness or 
even death







Too Hot to Work



• By midcentury, outdoor workers’ exposure to extreme heat 
would quadruple, risking $55.4 billion in annual earnings 
nationwide. 

• Disproportionate impacts on outdoor workers of color
• The average outdoor worker risks losing more than $1,700 

in annual earnings, though workers in the 10 hardest-hit 
counties risk losing nearly $7,000 per year on average. 

• Outdoor workers in construction and extraction occupations 
are projected to face the highest total earnings at risk at 
about $14.4 billion annually, followed by those in 
installation, maintenance, and repair occupations at nearly 
$10.8 billion annually. 

Extreme heat puts outdoor workers’ earnings at risk



National Occupational Safety Standards for Heat
H.R.3668 - Asuncion Valdivia Heat Illness and Fatality Prevention Act of 2019



Federal and local action to create heat protections

• OSHA/DOL National Emphasis Program on heat illness

• Sen. Markey’s (D-MA) Preventing Health Emergencies And 
Temperature-related (HEAT) Illness and Deaths Act

• Congresswoman Coleman’s (NJ-12) Stay Cool Act

• Grijalva’s (AZ-3) Asunción Valdivia Heat Illness and Fatality Prevention 
Act 



Thank You! 

Learn more:
www.ucsusa.org/killer-heat

https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/too-hot-to-work

Questions?

http://www.ucsusa.org/killer-heat
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/too-hot-to-work

