


Cooperatives today…

• U.S. co-ops provide nearly 2 million 

jobs and create more than $75 billion 

in annual wages with a revenue of 

$650 billion.

• Food co-ops reinvest in their 

communities an average of 14% more 
than conventional grocers.

• Nearly a million of the nation’s farmers 

belong to a co-op, accounting for 

55% of total US agriculture sales.

• There are 3 million co-ops globally. 

Their members account for 12% of the 

world’s population.

Over 65,000 co-ops

Electric co-ops power 

20 million homes, 
schools and 
businesses

1 in 3 people are 
members 

of a co-op



Benefits of 
cooperative 
ownership• Meeting a need that private markets and government 

services are not meeting

• Higher survival rates and greater commitment to 
community
• Spurs further local economic development and growth

• Gives people who use and benefit from the good or 
service to have a voice

Benefits of Cooperative Ownership



Source: ABCs of Cooperative Impact, NCBA CLUSA



Source: National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
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Reducing energy burdens can increase 
discretionary income

• Worse for elderly, non-white, renters and manufactured housing

• In some regions, more than 20% of rural households live in 
manufactured housing. About a quarter of all rural households 
are renters, the majority of them in single-family homes.

Energy burden as % of household income

National 3.3%

Rural 4.4%

Low-income rural 9%

Source: American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy. The High Cost of Energy in Rural America: Household Energy Burdens 
and Opportunities for Energy Efficiency. July 2018.



Rural Energy Savings Program

• Uses co-ops as an intermediary

• Zero to minimal up-front cost to households

• Supporting local businesses and jobs

• Benefits seen immediately

• Paid back on monthly utility bills
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