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Vision:

Advocating 
for healthy 
coastlines

Protection

Ecology

Recreation

Economy



Sediment:

The building block 

of Nature-Based 

Resilience



A Coastal Sediment Crisis…



Where has all the sediment gone?





- Dr. James Houston
Dir. Emeritus, USACE-ERDC

Shoreline recession… is not “natural,” 
but caused by human activity to benefit 
the navigation industry.



Exacerbating factors:



What’s already happening:



State Efforts

• Louisiana: State Master Plan, Sediment Diversions; BUDMAT

• Florida: Beach restoration; Jacksonville RSM Center of 
Excellence

• Alabama: Proposed Law requiring use of Dredged Material from 
Mobile Bay

• Texas: Dredge material used for beaches from Galveston Ship 
channel.

• Mississippi: MSCIP; Use of Alabama dredge material for barrier 
island restoration.

• Gulf of Mexico Alliance: Collaborative working group on RSM



Corps Districts & Practices

• Gulf is a Regional leader:

• 3 of the top RSM districts in the country* are Jax, Mobile, Galveston.                  
(* opinion)

• Jax has RSM Center for Expertise.

• ERDC (Vicksburg, MS) – Hosts RSM program for USACE.

• Corps Studies focused on RSM:

• South Atlantic Coast Study (SACS)

• Texas Coastal Study

• Engineering With Nature

• Sec. 1122 BUDM pilot program



How Can Congress Support 
Nature-Based Resilience?



1) Army Corps Concerns:

A. Change the understanding of the 
USACE “federal standard” of least 
cost disposal;

B. Reform Benefit-Cost-Ratio 
(BCR), which encourages single-
benefit project design. 



2) Legislation:

A. Living Shorelines Act (H.R. 3115 – Rep. Pallone, lead 
sponsor)

B. Coastal Communities Adaptation Act (H.R. 1317 –
Rep. Rouda, lead sponsor)



3) Sustained federal investment

A. Appropriations: Energy & Water; CJS (NOAA); 
Interior & Environment

B. Upfront investment, rather than post-storm (but 
until we get upfront invest, post-disaster is critical!)



4) Commitment to Infrastructure, People & 
Nature



Questions?

Please Follow Us:

/AmericanBeaches @ASBPA





Why Nature Based Resilience?


