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Wide differences between Republicans and Democrats
on policy priorities for the president and Congress

% of U.S. adults who say each issue should be a top priority for the president and Congress to address this year

EACH DOT REPRESENTS ONE OF 21 ISSUES ASKED ABOUT

37% say dealing with
global climate change
26% say dealing with the | —
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coronavirus outbreak I 75% say strengthening the economy
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Two-thirds of Americans support incentives
for more use of hybrid and electric vehicles

% of U.S. adults who say they favor the following proposals to reduce the effects of climate change

®Rep/lean Rep

@ Dem/lean Dem

Planting about a trillion trees to

absorb carbon emissions 90 89 @91

Providing a tax credit to
businesses for developing carbon
capture/storage

Requiring power companies to

renewable sources

Taxing corporations based _ 68 46 @ ® 56
on their carbon emissions
3

~
o

70 ® @88

Providing incentives to
increase the use of hybrid and
electric vehicles
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Source: Survey conducted May 2-8, 2022.
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Younger Republicans more supportive of range of policies to
reduce the effects of climate change

% of Republicans/Republican leaners who say each of the following

® 65+ Dem/lean
Dem

Favor the following to reduce the effects of climate change ...

Providing incentives to increase the

use of hybrid and electric vehicles 35 08---6® 58 oo 25
Requiring power companiestouse 49 @ 0-@ Gl ween
more energy from renewable sources 90
Taxing corporations based on their
carbon emissions S R S0 i e
Planting about a trillion trees 3
to absorb carbon emissions g o1
Providing a tax credit to

gataxaredtio 71 em 73 - 88

businesses for developing
carbon capture/storage

Source: Survey conducted May 2-8, 2022.
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Republicans and Democrats have different priorities when
evaluating climate policies

% of U.S. adults who say each of the following is very important to them personally when
thinking about proposals to reduce the effects of climate change

Protecting the environment for future
generations

® Rep/lean Rep

46 @ ® 79

® Dem/lean Dem

Increasing job and economic growth

b8e® @65

Keeping consumer costs low

44 @ ® 61

Making sure proposals help
lower-income communities

27 ®

® 59

Getting to net-zero carbon emissions
as quickly as possible

14 @

® 51

Limiting the burden of
regulations on businesses

Source: Survey conducted April 20-29, 2021.
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A majority backs U.S. taking steps to become carbon neutral
% of U.S. adults who say ...

Oppose the U.S. taking steps to Favor the U.S. taking steps to
become carbon neutral by 2050 become carbon neutral by 2050

=

But two-thirds want U.S. to keep a mix of fossil fuel and renewable
energy sources

U.S. should use a mix of U.5. should phase out use
fossil fuels and renewables of fossil fuels completely

o ‘

Source: Survey conducted January 24-30, 2022.

6 Pew Research Center %



Both party coalitions have internal differences over energy policy

% of U.S. adults who say ...

REP/LEAN REP DEM/LEAN DEM

38 94

They favor U.S. taking
steps toward carbon el
neutral by 2050

11 6

They oppose the U.S. Liberal
taking steps toward 32 T;::
carbon neutral by 2050 Mod/
64 lib

Conserv

Source: Survey conducted January 24-30, 2022.
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Still, most Americans - and especially older adults - not ready to

phase out fossil fuels entirely
% of U.S. adults who say the U.S. should ...

® Phase out the use of oil, coal and natural gas completely, relying instead on renewable sources
B Use a mix of energy sources including oil, coal and natural gas along with renewable sources

Source: Survey conducted January 24-30, 2022.
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By narrow margin, Americans more likely than not to say stricter

environmental laws are worth the cost

% of U.S. adults who say stricter environmental laws and regulations ...

U.S. ADULTS REP/LEAN REP DEM/LEAN DEM
Sept Apr May Sept Apr May Sept Apr May
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Cost too many jobs 33 : :
and hurt the economy 41 45
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Source: Survey conducted May 2-8, 2022.
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Democrats expect positive impacts from a possible transition to
much more renewable energy in U.S.

If the U.S. greatly reduces energy production from fossil fuel sources and increases energy production from renewable
sources, % of U.S. adults who say it would __ each of the following in their local area

Make Make Not have much
better worse of an effect
Air and water DEM/LEAN DEM 6 12
quality REP/LEAN REP 10 48
Job opportunities pEn/LEAN DEM 9 16
In the energy REP/LEAN REP 34 31
sector / 35
Pricesyoupay  pEM/LEAN DEM 23 25
to heat and cool
your home REP/LEAN REP 61 15
Reliability of the ~ DEM/LEAN DEM 15 31
electrical grid REP/LEAN REP 52 25
Frequency of DEM/LEAN DEM 56 8 35
extreme weather -
ovents REP/LEAN REP . 15 14 69
Pricis you DEM/LEAN DEM 23 38
pay for
everyday goods  REP/LEAN REP .16 63 20

Source: Survey conducted January 24-30, 2022.
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LOCAL PERCEPTIONS OF CLIMATE CHANGE AND EXTREME
WEATHER
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Majorities of Americans who live in the West report unusually hot
weather, droughts and major wildfires in the last year

% of U.S. adults who say that their local community has experienced each of the following in the past 12 months

Severe weather, Long periods of Droughts or water Major wildfires Rising sea levels that
like floods or unusually hot shortages erode beaches and
intense storms weather shorelines

U.S. adults 43 4 1

Northeast 4 31 14

Midwest 25 16

South 52 4 2 7

West els] 59 7
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Source: Survey conducted May 2-8, 2022.
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Most who say their community experienced extreme
weather see climate change as a factor

% of U.S. adults who say that their local community has experienced the following in the past 12 months

Source: Survey conducted May 2-8, 2022.

Severe weather,
like floods or
intense storms

‘ 43%

Among those who say their local
community experienced this, % who
say climate change contributed ...

Long periods of
unusually hot
weather

Droughts or water
shortages

Rising sea levels
that erode beaches
and shorelines

Alot Alittle Not at all
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