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Rural and Small Town America:

Growing Needs and Dwindling Resources

Gas prices disproportionately impact rural and small
town areas

Unemployment is still rising in rural America

The population shift is away from rural America
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Where gasoline prices hit hardest 5
The counties where motorists spend the HIGHEST:
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gasoline tend to be in poor, rural areas. While County, Miss.  County, Ala.
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Rural Unemployment Rising in November

Most rural counties see rise in unemployment
between October and November 2010
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Change in
unemployment rate
October to November 2010

L Unemployment rate rising (more than .5)
Unemployment rate rising (less than .5)
Unemployment rate falling (less than .5)

"] Unemployment rate falling (more than .5)




Nonmetro population change, 2000-05

Decling
Moderate growth (less than 6.7 percent)
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Source: USDA, ERS using data from the LS. Census Bureau.




The Keys to Rural and Small-Town

Transportation Economic Development

Connectivity

Livability

Health Care and Employment Outcomes



Discussion Examples

Spearfish, South Dakota
Menominee Tribe (Wisconsin)
Fitchburg, Massachusetts

Normal, lllinois
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