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Rural and Small Town America: 

Growing Needs and Dwindling Resources

• Gas prices disproportionately impact rural and small 
town areas

• Unemployment is still rising in rural America

• The population shift is away from rural America



Source: New York Times 



Source: 
BLS





The Keys to Rural and Small‐Town 
Transportation Economic Development

• Connectivity

• Livability

• Health Care and Employment Outcomes



Discussion Examples
• Spearfish, South Dakota

• Menominee Tribe (Wisconsin)

• Fitchburg, Massachusetts

• Normal, Illinois
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