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Principles of Regenerative Agriculture
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Regenerative Agriculture Practices
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4 Pathways for Regenerative Agriculture

Level Federal Investment
Playing Field & Invest in
Regenerative Agriculture

Invest in Decentralized
Food Systems
Infrastructure

Support Farmers &
Ranchers

Fund Regenerative
Agriculture Research and
Extension



Summary of Farm Bill Recommendaltions

Summary of NRDC Policy Recommendations for the Farm Bill, from our 2022
report, Regenerative Agriculture: Farm Policy for the 2Ist Century

LEVEL THE FEDERAL INVESTMENT PLAYING FIELD

AND INCENTIVIZE REGENERATIVE STENARDSHIP

SUPPORT REGEMERATIVE
FARMERS AND RANCHERS

PRIORITY: Make permanent a crop insurance incentive for cover
crops. (Congress)
PRIORITY: Direct the USDA to act on its existing authority to provide

a performance-based crop insurance discount to adjust insurance rates
for practices preven to reduce risk of crop failure. (Congress)

PRIORITY: Coardinate agroforestry capabilities across USDA.
Support farmers and ranchers with integrating trees on land a3 a way
to transition mare acres te reg i ip. (Congress)

Increase staff training and resources for Whole-Farm Revenue
Protection under existing autharity. (US0A)

Rieform Federal Crop Insurance Program by eliminating yield-exclusion
provision, reducing subsidies that don't provide conservation benefit,
applying income caps for eligibility, and expanding conzervation
compliance provisions. (Congress)

Amend USDA Dizaster Assistence Programs to rewerd farmers and
ranchers who participate in conservetion progrems that build sod
health. {Congress)

Authorize an increased level of bazsline funding for fedaral
conzervation progrems. Approgriate full conservation spending on
authorized level through annual appropriations. (Congress)

Increase acreage and authorized funding for Conservation Reserve
Program and fully fund through ennual appropriations process.
(Congress}

INVEST IN MORE DECENTRALITED AND

DIVERSE FOOD SYSTEMS INFRASTRUCTURE

Reduce federal spending on CAFOS by removing Farm Bill language
requiring 50 percent of EQIP funding to go to livestock. (Congress)

Increase funding for Value-Added Producer Grant {VAPG) program
through annual appropriations. (Congrass)

Sat aside at least 10 percent of VAPG program funding for underserved
producers and create an additionel set-aside for tribal applicants.

(Congress)

PRIORITY: Create a transition program to fund comprehensive
imvestments in regenerative and certified organic agriculture. Transition
program can be funded by redirecting or using existing USDA resources,
Alternatively, Congress can create a mechanism to use crop insurance
savings from risk-reducing practices to help fund transitions to
regenerative agricutture. (Congress)

Increasza funding for Rural Cooperative Development Grent Program
and raise the cap for Socially Disadvantaged Groups Grants.
{Congress)

Fund robustly the support for socially dizadventaged end beginning
farmers and ranchers in Ferming Opportunities Traiming and Dutreach
{FOTO) Program, and include soil-health education and measurements
in FOTO grants. {Congress)

Increasza funding to New Farmer Mentarship program and recruit more
BIPOC mentors and mentees. Compensate mentors and mentess for
their time through existing funding. {USDA)

Revize Matural Resource Conservation Service's (NACS) practice
standards to be more inclusive of prectices used by Indigenous farmers
and ranchers. {USDA NRCS)

Appoint a committes fo work with Indigenous producers to ensure that
ranking systems and practice standards are inclusive. (USDA NRCS)

Allocate at least |10 percent of all federal Farm Bill conzervation
program funding to socially dizadvantaged farmers and renchars.
{Congress)

Include language that recognizes tribel customs and prectices and
increase overall funding for Indigenous farmers and renchers and tribal
land throughout Farm Bill programs. {Congress)

Include tribal groups and orgenizetions in Farm Bill program design and
implementation. (USDA)

FUND REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE
RESEARCH AND EXTEMSION

PRIORITY: Authorize $100 million in annual funds foer the Sail Health
i} ion Trisl funding for other on-farm research
opportunities. {Cangress)

Authiorize $1.1 billion for conservation tachnical assistance to provide
consistent, stable, and adequate funding for conservation districts.
{Congress)

Fully fund USDA's Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education
program at the 560 million level that has already been authorized.
{Congress)
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