
LOUISIANA’S STATE OF HOUSING

#PUTHOUSINGFIRST

Creating Neighborhood Developers
Andreanecia M. Morris
HousingNOLA Executive Director





Property Tax Relief 
Bills 79/80

Short Term Rental 
Regulations

FANO Green 
Mortgage Product

New Soft Second 
Funding

2019 Policy Victories

The New Orleans City 
Council unanimously passed 
the Smart Housing Mix 
ordinance! 

Senate Bill 109, which 
extends the foster care age 
from 18 to 21.



HOUSING IS CENTRAL TO OPPORTUNITY

• Stable and affordable housing is a 
cornerstone of household financial security 
and resilience

• Where your housing is located determines 
many outcomes: school quality, job 
accessibility, safety and health, and economic 
mobility

• Housing is increasingly recognized as a 
critical social determinant of health

• Affordable housing options support 
collective growth and prosperity of a 
community

Figure 1: The Factors Impacting Health Outcomes

Source: Adapted from the University of Wisconsin’s County Health Rankings 
model (2014)



DISCRIMINATION IS ROUTINE
• Overt discrimination against 

households of color by the 
government and private sector was 
legal for most of the 20th century 

• Impacts of these practices are still 
apparent in residential segregation, 
disinvestment, and the racial wealth 
divide

• COVID has the potential to widen 
these disparities



HOMEOWNERSHIP RATES ARE LOWER FOR BLACK AND LATINX 
FAMILIES THAN WHITE FAMILIES

Source: Census CPS/HVS, ACS 1-Year estimates 



BLACK AND LATINX WEALTH ALSO LAGS

• 32% of White, 37% of Black, and 
39% of Latinx family assets are 
derived from housing wealth

• White families have an average 
of $216K in housing wealth, 
while Black families have $94K 
and Latinx families have $130K

Source: Federal Reserve Board, Survey of Consumer Finances, Net Worth by Race/Ethnicity, 2016 Survey



CURRENT FEDERAL SUBSIDIES ARE INSUFFICIENT AND HAVE 
FAVORED WEALTHY HOMEOWNERS

• Only 1 in 4 renter households that 
qualify for assistance receive a 
housing subsidy

• Even after the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, 
the Tax Foundation found that 
high-income households receive the 
vast majority of mortgage interest 
deduction benefit

Source: Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 2017



RENTERS IN LOUISIANA ARE INCREASINGLY COST BURDENED

Source: U.S. Census ACS 1-Year estimates



MIT LIVING 
WAGE

$23.05

RENTAL 
WAGE

$17.48

POVERTY 
WAGE

$10.25

COVID UI
RATE

$15.00

What is affordable housing in Louisiana?



HOUSINGLOUISIANA

HousingLOUISIANA is a statewide network 
of housing practitioners and advocates whose primary 
goal is to ensure that all Louisiana’s housing needs are 
met. 

Through our statewide network of the nine 
regional housing alliances in Alexandria, Baton Rouge, 
Houma-Thibodaux, Lafayette, Lake Charles, Monroe, 
New Orleans, Northshore, and Shreveport, we work to 
better coordinate efforts and build collaboration across 
the state on housing issues.



A Tale of  Two Cities:
Lake Charles & New Orleans





Lake Charles 

◼ Increase permanent and emergency housing 
opportunities 

◼ Review zoning ordinances that can prevent the 
development of affordable housing and/or create more 
affordable housing opportunities

◼ Recruit more local developers to partner with and 
commit to affordable housing development

◼ Increase homeownership opportunities for low- and 
moderate income renters (Section 8 homeownership 
program, mobile homeownership as affordable option, 
Soft Second Programs)

◼ Set habitability requirements for landlords and the 
city to abide by, such as a Rental Registry

◼ Section 8 Reform



Lake Charles COVID-19 Housing Crisis 



HURRICANE LAURA



HURRICANE KATRINA





New Orleans

◼ Implement the Smart Housing Mix

◼ Increase transit-oriented development and density in 
high transit corridors to offset 

◼ Increase African American homeownership 
opportunities 

◼ Invest in sustainable development 

◼ Increase support for aging-in-place policies 

◼ Establish a centralized system for renter’s rights and 
protections and landlord enforcement 

◼ Increase funds to local Housing Trust Fund 



New Orleans COVID-19 Housing Crisis 



Lake Charles & New Orleans



COVID MAY EXACERBATE DISPARITIES BY RACE AND ETHNICITY

Source: Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis analysis of U.S. Census Bureau 2020 Household Pulse Survey (Week 12, July 16-21)

Late or Deferred Mortgage Payments Late or Deferred Rent Payments
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HEIRS’ PROPERTY IS A BARRIER TO INTERGENERATIONAL WEALTH 
AND DESTABILIZES COMMUNITIES

WHAT IS HEIRS’ PROPERTY?
• Inherited intestate (without a will)
• Heirs are joint owners with undivided 

interest
• No clear, marketable title
• Vulnerable to disputes and predatory land 

deals
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?
• Heirs cannot access grants or loans for 

property improvements

• May lead to blight, health and safety 
concerns, loss of tax revenue, and lower 
property values

• Disproportionately high among Black, 
Indigenous, People of Color, and 
low-income and low-wealth households

Source: Baab, 2011
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Statewide Housing Priorities 2020

1. Create designated revenue streams for local and statewide Housing Trust Funds to increase 
affordable housing production.

2. Increase permanent and emergency housing opportunities with wraparound services for special 
needs populations, including at-risk youth, people who are mentally ill, homeless individuals, 
people who were formerly incarcerated, and victims of domestic violence.

3. Create a comprehensive housing strategy that addresses title and succession issues to create 
more affordable housing.

4. Review zoning ordinances that can prevent the development of affordable housing and/or create 
more affordable housing opportunities.

5. Education and Community Engagement Around Affordable Housing
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6. Recruit more local developers to partner with and commit to affordable housing 
development.

7. Increase homeownership opportunities for low- and moderate income renters (Section 8 
homeownership program, mobile homeownership as affordable option, Soft Second 
Programs).

8. Increase Homebuyer Education & Financial Literacy opportunities.

9. Ensure that affordable housing does not equate to substandard housing by setting habitability 
requirements for landlords and the city to abide by, such as a Rental Registry. 

10. Section 8 Reform: Procure more funding for Section 8 to open waitlists and invest in more 
viable housing inventory for Section 8 (HCVP) clients to protect households from losing 
their vouchers from unavailability of eligible units.  

Statewide Housing Priorities 2020



VISIONWe believe that our communities can provide high-quality, safe and accessible 
housing that is affordable to individuals and families of all income levels 

throughout Louisiana

www.housingnola.org
www.gnoha.org

www.housinglouisiana.org

Andreanecia M. Morris
Executive Director, HousingNOLA

http://www.housingnola.org/
http://www.gnoha.org/
http://www.housingnola.org/

