
VOLUNTARY, COLLABRATIVE, FARM PROGRAMS

“…Clean water cannot come at the expense of food 
production, nor can farming trump the need for clean 
water. Fortunately, we can have both. One is not exclusive 
of the other…”  -- OFBF testimony, 2015
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Why the Concern?

Cyanobacteria (blue-green algae)

• Taste and Odor – Drinking Water

• Foul Beaches

• Reduce Dissolved Oxygen

• Toxins (Nerve, Liver, Skin) 



New Legislation

SB 1
Only Applies to Farmers In The Western 

Lake Erie Basin

SB 150
Statewide Fertilizer Applicator 

Certification

Over 6000 certified



The Letter
Voluntary

Ramp up in 2012

Unprecedented 
collaboration

Must do our part

Launch 4R efforts

Start research
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Voluntary: OSU Coordination

 “Field to Facet” - OSU, Soy, Corn, OABA, OFBF 
coordinating water research and programming

 Fund faculty and students to implement fertilizer 
training 

 Update Soil Fertility 
Recommendations, 
fertilizer placement, education, 
outreach, 4R, and more 



Voluntary: Research
P Index & Edge of Field Research & Promotion

• OSU and USDA-ARS
• $2 million + effort
• 3 year baseline setting
• 3 years of measures 

practices and results
• Corn, Soy, OABA, OFBF, 

others
• Results could be demo’ed

at Blanchard River sites 



Voluntary: NMP Project

Nutrient Management Plans 
Development & 4R

• 4 New OSU staff to work with 
farmers to develop NMP’s in WLEB 
for 3 years  

• Provide tech support for private 
NMP development providers

• Plans will meet “affirmative 
defense” under 150

• 1 New OSU staff to work with 
retailer 4R certification 

• Partners:  OFBF, OSU, 
Nat. Fish and Wildlife Foundation,
Soy, Corn, OABA  



Voluntary: RCPP

 Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program

 $17.5 million

 70% to Ohio

 On-ground conservation practices 
for sediment and nutrient 
management

 OFBF – Education and Outreach

 60+ partners total: includes Ohio, 
Indiana and Michigan FB’s

 First sign-up complete in Ohio



Voluntary:  Demo Farms
• NRCS Collaboration
• 5 year project
• Sites along Blanchard River
• Farmer, policymaker, 

public, media education
• Research sites
• Full time employee 



Voluntary:
Farmer Road Trip!
Policy Development 



Voluntary:  County Programs
• $140,000 in county grants - collaborative



 Educational Displays –
Special Thanks to The Fertilizer Institute

 4R promotion statewide 
Right Fertz, Rate, Time, Place

 Compliance Assistance brochures

 State budget bill –
Ag Loan: Ag-LINK Expansion 

Voluntary: Additional Items



http://www.farmersforwater.org/

Media Campaign
Water Quality Status Report

Radio

Print 

Online

“We Care”

“Proud of 
what we have 
accomplished  

so far, 
more to do”



Media Campaign
Food Dialogues: WATER
Toledo, Ohio, May 2015 

USFRA Sponsored Event:  Toledo Tourism Director , Manager of Water 
Treatment Plant Lead Local Environmentalist, Farmers, OSU, TNC 



Healthy Water Ohio
A STRATEGY FOR WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

A diverse partnership of stakeholders who are  

developing a 20- to 30-year water resource management 
strategy for Ohio.  

Report released September 2015

Ohio Water Trust and Bonding $$$

Voluntary



Steering Committee
• Business and industry (Anheuser-Busch)

• Conservation and environmental advocacy (LCV, TNC)

• Finance (Farm Credit Mid-America)

• Food and farming (OFBF, Commodities)

• Lawn, horticultural, turf (Scott Miracle-Gro)

• Municipal water systems (Village of Ottawa)

• Public health (Assoc. of Ohio Health Commissioners)

• Recreation and tourism (Lake Erie Shores & Islands)

• Research, education and outreach (OSU)



Why Ohio Farmers’ 

Progressive Approach?

• Right thing to do
• Must do our part
• CWA and U.S. EPA
• Lawsuits
• State Politics
• State’s 40% Reduction Goals



- GPS Mapped
- Grid Sampling 
- Variable Rate Appl.
- Cover crops
- Spring /Su . appl. vs. Fall
- Buffers and filters
- Covered Manure Storage 

Sample every ~200 feet

Nutrient Management
Sharp Brothers Farms, LLC



Questions

Yvonne Lesicko

Senior Director, State and National Policy

Ohio Farm Bureau

ylesicko@ofbf.org
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