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ABOUT NCBA CLUSA

▪ Apex membership association for U.S. cooperatives established in 1916

▪ M I S S I O N : Develop, advance and protect cooperatives

▪ V I S I O N : Help more people use cooperatives to build a more inclusive 

economy 

▪ Our members are sector-based co-op associations and cooperatively-

owned businesses across all sectors of the economy

Develop, advance and protect cooperative enterprise



COOPERATIVE 
IMPACT ▪ Address market failures where 

neither the private sector nor the 

government provide a needed 

service

▪ Help small players gain parity with 

large investor-owned competitors

▪ Give consumers a deliberate choice 
of enterprise to better meet their 

common needs and aspirations

W H Y  C O - O P S  A R E  F O R M E D



COOPERATIVE 
IMPACT

▪ Healthy foods to communities

▪ Purchasing scale for independent 

businesses (Ace Hardware, CCA 

Global Partners)

▪ Electricity and broadband to rural 

communities (20 million households and 

businesses)

▪ Financial services to households (100 

million credit union members)

▪ Affordable home ownership
▪ Business ownership for low-wage 

workers (fastest-growing sector)

▪ Marketing and processing of 

agricultural products (50% of ag)

C O - O P S  P R O V I D E





▪ Author ized through the farm bi l l

▪ Only federal  program so le ly 

dedicated to  cooperat ive 

development

▪ Suppor ts  job creat ion ,  preser ved 

r ural  bus inesses and promotes local  

economic growth

▪ Provides loan guarantees and grants  

to  producers  and r ural  smal l  bus iness  

co-ops

▪ Suppor ts  energy eff ic iency 

improvements  and systems 

▪ Future-plann ing to  increase renewable 

energy development

INVESTMENTS IN RURAL COOPERATIVE 
BUSINESSES
R U R A L  C O O P E R AT I V E  
D E V E L O P M E N T  G R A N T  ( R C D G )  
P R O G R A M

R U R A L  E N E R G Y  F O R  A M E R I C A  
( R E A P )  P R O G R A M



▪ Diverse

▪ Blessed with abundant natural and 

cultural assets

▪ Subject to dynamics of  previous 

generations

▪ Policy inter ventions that over looked 

par ts of  the economy

▪ Result :  rural continues to lose around 

key outcomes

RURAL REALITY



RURAL IMPERATIVE IN THE FARM 
BILL 
W H Y  F O C U S  O N  R U R A L  P O L I C Y ?

▪ EQUITY: Rural people deser ve 

economic oppor tunit ies just as 

everyone does.

▪ ECONOMY: Rural has much to offer a 

sustainable economy 

▪ RESILIENCE: Increasing quali ty of  l ife 

and cl imate fr iendly



POLICY STRATEGIES TOWARD THE 
FUTURE
C A PA C I T Y  B U I L D I N G  I S  K E Y

▪ Rural economies are diverse .  Pol icy inter ventions must be f lexible 

and tai lored to the rural reali ty – including increasing racial and 

ethnic diversity.

▪ Knowledge-based economy .  Rural posit ioned to gain and lose. 

▪ Data .  Rural people must have a voice and feel empowered within 

their inst i tut ions and the economy.



EXAMPLE: COOPERATIVES
C O O P E R A T I V E S  F O C U S  O N  S E R V I C E S  P R O V I D E D  T O  T H E I R  M E M B E R S  A N D  
C O M M U N I T I E S ,  N O T  R E T U R N  O N  I N V E S T M E N T  

▪ Cooperat ives are user-owned

▪ Cooperat ives are user-contro l led

▪ Cooperat ives benef i t  users

B E N E F I T S  O F  C O O P E R A T I O N

▪ Respons ive to  i t s  member-owners and,  in  tur n ,  the local  

communi ty  

▪ Puts  power in  the hands of  communi ty  members

▪ Develops,  sus ta ins  and grows an organized base of  

people and leaders who act  together through democrat ic  

s t r uc tures
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