
Four Things to Know About Budget 
Reconciliation

• Budget reconciliation in the 1974 Congressional Budget Act ≠
budget reconciliation as used in the 1980s and 1990s

• Budget reconciliation in the 1980s and 1990s ≠ budget 
reconciliation used more recently

• Because of these changes, we often find ourselves in uncharted 
territory

• The rules are not the only constraint 
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