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• Federal policies and programs must be designed and implemented based on the climate 
of the future rather than the climate of the present or past. 

• Climate justice and equity must be fully embedded into new policies and programs and 
incorporated into ongoing efforts. 

• The federal government should take a leadership role in connecting science with 
practice, and support and expand collaborations with state, local, and tribal efforts. 

• The federal government should take a leadership role to ensure that intra- and inter-
agency coordination helps states, local governments, and tribes to access available 
coastal resilience resources. 

• Federal investments in coastal communities must be leveraged to create local jobs and 
help develop a workforce trained in adaptation and resilience.

• Climate adaptation and resilience work should complement and, when possible, 
contribute to a decarbonized, clean energy economy. 



• Community at the Forefront
• Land Use and Development
• Cultural Heritage
• Climate Adaptation and Resilience Data
• Disaster Preparedness
• Financing Adaptation and Resilience
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What is GLIFWC?
An intertribal natural resource agency exercising authority 

delegated by its 11 Ojibwe member tribes to implement 
federal court orders and interjurisdictional agreements 

related to their ceded territory treaty rights.



Map of GLIFWC Bands and Ceded 
Territories







How will climate change affect tribes?
Tribes depend on treaty resources to meet 

spiritual, ceremonial, medicinal, subsistence, and 
economic needs



Many beings are highly or extremely vulnerable

GLIFWC Vulnerability 
Assessment



Dibaginjigaadeg Anishinaabe Ezhitwaad:
A Tribal Climate Adaptation Menu

Need for an adaptation planning tool that integrates 
indigenous knowledge, culture, science and perspective 

with western science and perspectives

Need to facilitate culturally appropriate climate adaptation 
between tribes and non-tribal partners



Cultural Practices and Community Engagement



Climate Justice Portfolio
Liz Russell, Climate Justice Program Director

October 2020



Climate Action Towards Justice 

Climate justice works toward comprehensive, adaptive and 

regenerative solutions for each sector of our lives that the 

climate crisis touches

Climate Justice in Louisiana requires:

• An account of the land’s history

• An understanding of the systems of oppression

• The power to dismantle the harmful influence of 

destructive practices

• An offering of policies, practices, and resources that affirm 

our collective humanity

• The influence to promote policies beneficial to our people



Everyday people have the opportunity to connect their personal experience to larger scientific

analyses, are informed about land loss, flood risk, and climate change, and empowered to take action

to support change in their communities.

Community-based organizations have the space and resources to collaborate, design, and deliver

results on concrete climate, racial and economic justice goals to create inclusive economies and

resilient environments.

Government leaders understand the implications of a changing climate and genuinely work with

impacted communities to develop practices responsive to the needs of all Louisianans, beginning with

and centering marginalized and disadvantaged communities.

Businesses thrive and create good, stable jobs for all Louisianans, contributing to the restoration of our

ecology and cultivating inclusive, healthy economies to ensure that talent and wealth stay in Louisiana.

A comprehensive strategy to Build People Power, Advance Just Policies, and Cultivate a New

Narrative enables a healthy, vibrant and equitable future for Louisiana.









We invest to:

BUILD PEOPLE POWER

ADVANCE JUST POLICIES

CULTIVATE NEW NARRATIVES

Many worthy causes, where is the 

greatest potential for change?

Priority Areas 









Liz Russell: lwrussell@foundationforlouisiana.org
225.726.3623
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1,000,000+

In the floodplain

TODAY
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RISING





Funding

• WRDA 2020

• FEMA

• State revenue generators

Management

• State and local frameworks

• Codifying resilience

Transparent: Flood risk right to know

Equitable & just: process standards, housing 

strategy

Green: jobs + infrastructure 



2.1 Congress should ensure that all land 
use planning is designed—and all 
infrastructure is built—to anticipate and 
withstand future climate conditions.

Rise Rockaway













Climate Ready Hawaii 

Created for Hawaii Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Commission. Nov 2018.



Adaptation Funding: Correct the imbalance

Historically adaptation projects have always received less 

funding than mitigation ones. The OECD estimates that 

adaptation only receives about a fifth of funding, with only 

19% of climate finance mobilised in 2017 going to projects 

that helped communities adapt to climate change. The 

vast majority of the money went to mitigation efforts with 

8% identified as serving both goals.

At the national level, too, such a balance needs to be sought

https://www.oecd.org/environment/cc/Climate-finance-from-developed-to-developing-countries-Public-flows-in-2013-17.pdf


Climate Change in Hawaii: What are the main stressors?



Climate Change in Hawaii: Equity Post-Pandemic

The economic shock caused by the pandemic has 

caused the percentage of households considered to 

be ALICE — asset limited, income constrained, 

employed — or below, to jump from 42% to 59%.

---Aloha United Way (June 2020) 



Coastal resilience: nature-based and community-based solutions



Risk to Hawaii’s physical infrastructure and assets

We need to “climate proof” and “climate mainstream” into daily operations of government



“…to conjure moments of past flourishing, and a 

future where we might flourish again.” 

---Bathsheba Demuth, 2020

Biocultural resource management in Hawaii

Incorporate into resilience the complex and nuanced 

moku and ahupua’a systems

---(Winter, K. et al. 2018)



Sep–Dec

2017

Jan–May

2018

Anukriti (Anu) Hittle

Hawaii Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Coordinator

DLNR

Email: Anukriti.s.Hittle@Hawaii.gov

Phone: 808-341-8967

Website: climate.Hawaii.gov

Instagram: @Hi_Climate

Facebook: @Hi Climate

Contact info

mailto:Anukriti.s.Hittle@Hawaii.gov


Congressional Briefing:

“The Climate Crisis Report in Focus”

What did you think of the briefing?

Please take two minutes to let us know at: 
www.eesi.org/survey

Materials will be available at:     
www.eesi.org/102920report

Tweet about the briefing:
#eesitalk @eesionline
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