
Rapid Readout: 
Impacts of Severe Drought

Friday, July 24, 2026

Materials will be available at:    
www.eesi.org/072426drought
Post about the briefing:
#eesitalk @eesionline
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Policymaker Education


Congressional Briefings

Live, in-person and online public briefings, archived recordings, and 
written summaries


Climate Change Solutions and The Climate Conversation

Bi-weekly newsletter with everything policymakers need to know, 
complemented by podcast episodes about a wide range of topics


Congressional Round-Up

Weekly tracking of legislation and relevant hearings held by House 
and Senate hearings


Fact Sheets and Issue Briefs

Timely, objective, in-depth coverage of environmental, clean energy, 
and climate change topics


Social Media (@EESIonline)

Active engagement on Bluesky, LinkedIn, Facebook, X, and YouTube

Recent

Events:

Fertile Ground for Reform: 
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● Precipitation and snowpack provide 
the initial drought signal.

● Soil moisture and streamflow respond 
later and integrate conditions over 
longer periods.

● Groundwater responds most slowly 
and can remain depleted long after 
surface conditions improve.

Drought is not a single condition. It 
propagates through the water cycle 
at different timescales.

The Drought Cascade
Drought Propagation Through the Water Cycle
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The Drought Cascade Across the West
Snowpack to Soil Moisture to Streamflow in 2026

SNOWPACK SOIL MOISTURE STREAMFLOW

April 1, 2026 May 15, 2026 July 15, 2026

Exceptional 
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Exceptional 
Wettnes

Normal

Data: SNODAS Data: MCO Data: MCO

Exceptional 
Drought

Exceptional 
Wettnes

Normal Exceptional 
Drought

Exceptional 
Wettnes

Normal



444

The Drought Cascade
Montana Climate Office

Dr. Zachary Hoylman
7/24/2026

The West’s Big Challenge
Looking ahead

● The West is in 
drought right now

● Climate change is 
expected to make 
these droughts far 
more common.

● The Colorado River is 
at elevated risk. 

Climate change is reshaping drought across the western United States, altering the 
timing and availability of water throughout the hydrologic cycle. Understanding how 
drought propagates through that system is becoming increasingly important for 
effective drought monitoring and water management.
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zachary.hoylman@umontana.edu 

 MCO Web Page: https://climate.umt.edu/

 D3 - Data Drought Dashboard: https://d3drought.org/ 

 Montana Mesonet: https://climate.umt.edu/mesonet/

mailto:zachary.hoylman@umontana.edu
https://climate.umt.edu/
https://d3drought.org/
https://climate.umt.edu/mesonet/default.php


Friday, July 24, 2026

What did you think of the briefing?

Please take 2 minutes to let us know at: 
www.eesi.org/survey

Materials will be available at:     
www.eesi.org/072426drought

Post about the briefing:
#eesitalk @eesionline
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