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Hidden in Plain Sight? Why Resilient Buildings Are Critical U.S. Infrastructure 
 

Wednesday, March 28, 2018 

12:00 PM – 1:30 PM 

Lunch will be served 

Room 2247 Rayburn House Office Building 

 

Please RSVP to expedite check-in: www.eesi.org/032818resilience#rsvp 

Live webcast (connection permitting) will be streamed at: www.eesi.org/livecast 

 

The Environmental and Energy Study Institute (EESI) and the National Association of State Energy Officials 

(NASEO) invite you to a briefing on the public/private drive toward resilient buildings –– structures that are located, 

designed and built (or renovated) to withstand extreme weather, cyberterrorism, and other hazards now and for years 

to come. Federal, state and local governments, working in partnership with standard-setting and private sector 

organizations, are responding vigorously to the need for increased resilience. Recent events have demonstrated that 

whether it’s a medical center in Houston, a military base in Florida, or a university in New Jersey, communities rely on 

public buildings as a shelter of last resort in a disaster.  

 

This briefing will explore what makes buildings resilient; why resilience is important for multiple policy challenges, 

including infrastructure modernization, emergency preparedness, disaster response, and research funding; and how 

public-private sector collaboration in research, worker training and investment partnerships benefit society now and 

well into the future. Speakers for this forum are: 

 

 The Honorable Reid Ribble, CEO, National Roofing Contractors Association; former Member of 
Congress (WI, 2010-2016) 
 

 Debra Ballen, General Counsel and Senior Vice President, Insurance Institute for Business & Home 
Safety (IBHS) 

 Paul Totten, PE, LEED AP, Vice President/National Practice Leader - Building Enclosures, WSP USA 
(Engineering and Design)  

The United States has some of the best buildings in the world and a construction industry that produces advanced 

technologies and materials. What are the impediments to their use and how can government facilitate their deployment 

by our highly trained architects, engineers and builders? The vast majority of the U.S. built environment was not 

designed to withstand the extreme weather, power outages and other hazards that are becoming more frequent,  

destructive, and disproportionately burdensome on the elderly and low income communities. The panel of experts will 

help attendees gain a better understanding of what is achievable with existing technologies and what types of policies 

and research and development are needed to enhance this important part of the nation’s infrastructure. 
 

This briefing will be the sixth in a series on "Building Resilient and Secure Infrastructure." 

 

This event is free and open to the public. 

For more information, contact Ellen Vaughan at evaughan@eesi.org or (202) 662-1893. 
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