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Sea level Rise – Boston, MA



October 2016 - King Tide Flooding Jan- March 2018 - Nor’easter with "100 Year" 

Flooding



Sea levels in Boston will continue to rise



Sea level rise isn’t the only concern 

Coastal and Riverine 

Flooding
Stormwater Flooding Extreme Temperatures

Flooding risks will 

increase

Rainfall from storms will 

increase

Number of very hot days 

will increase



South Boston Flood

Progression

9” Sea Level Rise

2030s-2050s



South Boston Flood

Progression

21” Sea Level Rise

2050s-2100s



South Boston Flood

Progression

36” Sea Level Rise

2070s Onward



Sea Change Boston, Boston, MA
Sasaki Associates Inc.



Cincinnati John G. and Phyllis W. Smale Riverfront Park
Cincinnati Park Board | Cincinnati, OH



Flood Resiliency



2018



Designed to Flood

Normal Water Pool

Record Flood- February 2018
Cleaned and re-opened within 
1 week



Deployable Details 

Minimize Damage and 

Ease Recovery
The park was cleaned and re-opened 

within 1 week of the February 2018 flood.



Sea level Rise – Boston, MAChicago Riverwalk
Chicago Department of Transportation | Chicago, IL



Chicago 

Riverwalk

BEFORE

AFTER







Memphis – Shelby County, TN





WEST JUNCTION

NEIGHBORHOOD

ACTION PLAN



NEIGHBORHOOD



WEST JUNCTION
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WEST JUNCTION

NEIGHBORHOOD



WEST JUNCTION

NEIGHBORHOOD

▪ Buyout of existing homes and 
replace with greenspace, wetlands, 
and other flood storage to
accommodate water flow

▪ Better protection for nearby LMI 
homes

▪ Create affordable infill or
rehabilitation nearby for displaced 
residents

▪ Creation of multi-purpose trails

▪ Local food production

▪ Development of vacant lot program

Grant Budget: $8,988,097

Leverage: $1,600,000

(citystormwater fundandCDBG)

Resilient ShelbyActivity 3: South Cypress Creek



WEST JUNCTION

NEIGHBORHOOD

Building ConditionWest Junction

BUILDING CONDITION

EXCELLENT

GOOD

FAIR

POOR

NO DATA

Many buildings in fair

condition, interspersed

with many vacant lots, 

and some buildings in

good, excellent, or poor

condition.
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NEIGHBORHOOD



401 Congress Street, Boston, MA

Firm: Sasaki Associates Inc.
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