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Annual Appropriations Cycle
1. President submits budget to Congress.

2. Congress adopts 
budget resolution.

3. Congress considers 
appropriations 
measures.

4. House and Senate 
confer to resolve 
differences.

5. President may sign 
or veto measure.

For more information, see CRS R42388, The Congressional Appropriations Process: An Introduction.
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Appropriations Subcommittee Structure
• The current structure includes the following 12 subcommittees:

• Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies;

• Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies;
• Defense;
• Energy and Water Development, and Related Agencies;
• Financial Services and General Government;
• Homeland Security;
• Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies;
• Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies;
• Legislative Branch;
• Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies;
• State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs; and
• Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies.



CRS-4

Sources: P.L. 116-260; FY2021 Senate Appropriations Committee majority draft explanatory statement; H.R. 7617; H.Rept. 116-
449; P.L. 115-244 Division A Joint Explanatory Statement; FY2021 Budget Appendix; and agency budget justifications. Includes 
some adjustments.

Energy and Water Development, and Related Agencies: 
Appropriations Overview
Funding for Major Components of Energy and Water Development Appropriations 
Bill, FY2020 through FY2021 (excluding emergency supplemental)
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Sources: FY2021 Senate Appropriations Committee majority draft explanatory statement; H.R. 7617; H.Rept. 
116-449; P.L. 115-244 Division A Joint Explanatory Statement; FY2021 Budget Appendix; and agency budget 
justifications. Includes some adjustments.

Department of Energy: Appropriations Overview
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Sources: P.L. 115-244 Division A Joint Explanatory Statement; FY2021 Budget Request vol. 3, part 1 (February 
2020); P.L. 116-260 Division D Explanatory Statement; H.Rept. 116-449; FY2021 Senate Appropriations Committee 
majority draft explanatory statement. Includes some adjustments.
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Select EERE FY2021 Funding Issues 
• Termination of energy efficiency grants: 

• The FY2021 budget request proposed to terminate both the DOE Weatherization 
Assistance Program and the State Energy Program (SEP). 

• The House-passed bill included funding for energy efficiency grants within Title III 
(DOE) and Title VI (emergency supplemental funding). Title VI would provide 
$3.250 billion for weatherization grants, $730 million for SEP grants, and $2.250 
billion for Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants (EECBGs).

• The Senate Appropriations Committee majority draft bill and explanatory 
statement included funding increases for energy efficiency grants.

• The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, Division D Explanatory Statement 
included funding increases for energy efficiency grants.
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Select EERE FY2021 Funding Issues Continued
• Proposed reductions in energy research and development 

(R&D): 
• The FY2021 budget request proposed reductions to energy R&D programs including 

some EERE programs. 
• The House voted to maintain nearly level funding for energy R&D, and, in addition, 

to provide approximately $2.9 billion in emergency funding (Title VI) for energy 
research, demonstration, and commercialization projects. 

• The Senate Appropriations Committee majority draft bill would maintain nearly 
level funding for energy R&D.

• The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, Division D Explanatory Statement 
maintained nearly level funding for energy R&D.
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Select EERE FY2021 Funding Issues Continued 
• Renewable energy grid integration and storage initiatives: 

• The Senate Appropriations Committee majority draft bill would have established a 
new funding line of $40 million for Renewable Energy Grid Integration.

• The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, Division D Explanatory Statement 
recommended $40 million to be provided from across renewable energy programs 
to support renewable energy grid integration and storage initiatives.
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QUESTIONS?
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Sources: P.L. 115-244 Division A Joint Explanatory Statement; FY2021 Budget Request vol. 3, part 1 (February 2020); P.L. 116-260 Division 
D Explanatory Statement; H.Rept. 116-449; FY2021 Senate Appropriations Committee majority draft explanatory statement.

EERE Appropriations Overview
FY2020 
Enacted

FY2021 
Request

FY2021 
House

FY2021 
Senate

FY2021 
Enacted

EERE, Total 2,790.0 719.6 2,848.0 2,848.0 2,861.8
Sustainable Transportation 805.5 160.9 804.0 804.5 805.0

Vehicle Technologies 396.0 74.4 396.0 410.0 400.0
Bioenergy Technologies 259.5 44.5 258.0 244.5 255.0
Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technologies 150.0 42.0 150.0 150.0 150.0

Renewable Energy 642.0 160.1 638.0 641.8 646.0
Solar Energy 280.0 67.0 280.0 233.8 280.0
Wind Energy 104.0 22.1 104.0 115.0 110.0
Water Power 148.0 45.0 145.4 148.0 150.0
Geothermal Technologies 110.0 26.0 108.5 105.0 106.0
Renewable Energy Grid Integration — — — 40.0 —

Energy Efficiency 1,091.0 164.0 1,100.0 1,102.5 1,103.5
Advanced Manufacturing 395.0 94.6 395.0 395.0 396.0
Building Technologies 285.0 61.0 285.0 295.0 290.0
Federal Energy Management Program 40.0 8.4 40.0 40.0 40.0

Weatherization and 
Intergovernmental Program

308.5 0 380.0 372.5 377.5

Corporate Support 309.5 234.6 308.2 305.5 309.5
Use of Prior-Year Balances — 0 0 -4.1 0
Rescissions -58.0 0 -2.2 -2.2 -2.2

EERE FY2020 enacted appropriations and FY2021 appropriations status (in millions of dollars)
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What is Stimulus Funding?

• Tax or direct spending
• Relief vs. Stimulus 

• Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations (2020)
• Families First Coronavirus Response Act (2020)
• Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act, 2020)
• Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care Enhancement Act (2020)
• American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (2009)



Stimulus Funding for 
Economic Growth
• Timely

• Targeted

• Temporary



American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

• $288 billion in tax cuts
• $224 billion in unemployment benefits, education, healthcare
• $275 billion in federal contracts, grants and loans
• Requirement for 92% of spending in 3 years

Results
• 2009 Q1 growth: -6.7%, Q3 growth: 1.7%, Q4 growth: 3.8%
• 2010: 2.3 million jobs created
• 2009-2014: 6 million job-years created

$831 billion in tax cuts and direct spending



ARRA Clean Energy Spending

https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2010/04/21/impact-american-recovery-and-reinvestment-act-clean-energy-transformation



ARRA Resources for States

• $3.1 billion for State Energy Program
• $5 billion Weatherization Assistance Program
• $3.2 billion to Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants
• $4 billion for Public Housing Capital Fund
• $2.25 billion for affordable housing block grants
• $53.6 billion for State Fiscal Stabilization Fund (DoEd Green Schools)
• $1.6 billion for Clean Renewable Energy Bonds
• $54 million for State Energy Revolving Loan Funds (Green Banks)

See https://archive.epa.gov/recovery/web/pdf/local_guide_to_arra.pdf for more state and local programs 



Tax or direct spending
Timely, targeted, temporary, 

Five categories: 
• Electric transmission and distribution technologies
• Customer systems
• Equipment manufacturing
• AMI
• Integrated systems

Eligible entities: electric utilities, load-serving entities, 
appliance and equipment manufacturers, and IT 
vendors. National Laboratories and Federally Funded 
Research and Development Centers were not eligible. 

Project awards:
• $100,000 to $20,000,000 for phasor measurement 

unit (PMU) projects
• $500,000 to $200,000,000 for others

Categories of  Smart Grid ARRA Funding

Chart from https://china.lbl.gov/sites/default/files/lbnl1007122.pdf



Grid Technologies Deployed

• 1,300 Phasor Measurement Units (PMUs)
• Over 16.6 million AMIs
• Smart relays that sense and recover from faults in the 

substation automatically
• Automated feeder switches that re-route power around 

problems
• $185 Million in federal matching funds during 2009 to 

support energy storage projects valued at $771 million
• 538 MW of new energy storage

https://www.sandia.gov/ess-ssl/projects/arra-funding/



ARRA Jobs Created



Measuring Job Creation

https://e2.org/reports/build-back-better-faster-how-federal-clean-energy-stimulus-can-restart-americas-economy/

Direct, Indirect and Induced Jobs

ARRA: $90 billion =  719,600 job years
New Stimulus: $99 billion = 4.3 million job years



Congressional Briefing:

“The Climate Crisis Report in Focus”

What did you think of the briefing?

Please take 2 minutes to let us know at: 
www.eesi.org/survey

Materials will be available at:     
www.eesi.org/012921camp

Tweet about the briefing:
#eesitalk @eesionline
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