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National Energy Policy: Domestic, Cheap, Reliable Coal

Headwaters Economics analysis of Bureau of Economic Analysis data
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Coordinated Regional Planning

Headwaters Economics analysis of Bureau of Economic Analysis data
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“Big Buildup” of Coal Generation Capacity

Source: 2018. Haggerty, J. H. et al. Planning for the Local Economic 
Impacts of Coal Facility Closure: Emerging Strategies in the American West. 
Resources Policy 57(Aug.): 69-80. doi: 10.1016/j.resourpol.2018.01.010
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States Define The Social License to Operate
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Where Are We Today?
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Lack of Policy Framework

Uncoordinated, contradictory planning 

environment

Outcome is dependent on local capacity

Misallocation of time and resources, 

planning fatigue

Lack of appropriate regional examples and 

peer to peer learning
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Changing Economic Geography

Headwaters Economics analysis of Bureau of Economic Analysis data

Change in Employment, 2007-2017. U.S. EDA Denver Region
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Geography Affects Workforce Opportunity

Isolated and “Double-

Isolated” plants are more 

vulnerable to change

n
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Fiscal Policy Harms Communities and Slows Transition
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Transition Risks in Fiscal Terms
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Assessing Coal Transition Policies
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Thank You
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