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• Founded in 1984 by a bipartisan
Congressional caucus.

• Now an independent, bipartisan 
nonprofit with no Congressional funding.

• We provide fact-based information on 
energy and environmental policy for 
Congress and other policymakers.

• We focus on win-win solutions to make 
our energy, buildings, and transportation 
sectors sustainable.

Visit www.eesi.org to:

• Subscribe to our weekly 
newsletters, Climate 
Change News and 
Sustainable Bioenergy, 
Farms, and Forests.

• View videos of our 
Congressional briefings.

• Sign up to receive our 
briefing notices and 
fact sheets.



Working across sectors to make multifamily housing 

healthy and affordable through efficiency 

We provide hands-on technical expertise and 

coordination support to a national network and 

13 state-based coalitions. 

We help affordable housing, equity, energy, 

health, tenant and finance advocates make the 

strongest possible case for efficiency 

investments in affordable housing. 



EEFA National Survey Results - Highlights

• Half of respondents with incomes below $40K report 

making sacrifices to pay their utility bills.

• The vast majority of Americans think renters, including 

low-income renters, should receive the same benefits as 

everyone else when it comes to energy efficiency 

programs.

• Full poll results will be released later in August.
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The American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy is a 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) founded in 1980. We act as a catalyst to 
advance energy efficiency policies, programs, technologies, 
investments, & behaviors.

Our research explores economic impacts, financing options, 
behavior changes, program design, and utility planning, as well 
as US national, state, & local policy. Our work is made possible 
by foundation funding, contracts, government grants, and 
conference revenue.



What is an energy burden?

Energy burden % = 
Annual energy costs/Annual household income

E.g. ($200/month) x 12 months/$60,000 = 4%

• Median energy burdens:

• Drivers: physical, economic, policy, behavioral

• Impacts: health, economic, social

Rural burden: 4.4%
Metropolitan burden: 3.1%
National burden: 3.3%



Urban Analysis, 2016: aceee.org/research-report/u1602
Rural Analysis, 2018: aceee.org/research-report/u1806

https://aceee.org/research-report/u1602
http://aceee.org/research-report/u1806


Urban energy burdens
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Rural energy burdens
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How does energy efficiency fit in?

• Long-term solution to high burdens

• Provide bill savings for households
• Can lower burdens by 25% and save 

households up to $400/year

• Additional benefits such as health 
and job creation

Low energy prices do not equate to 
affordable bills!
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Policy recommendations

1. Expand federal weatherization assistance

2. States set low-income spending/savings targets for energy 
efficiency programs

3. States expand energy efficiency programs for low-income 
households

4. Support financing options for multifamily building owners 
and rural households

5. Collect and track demographic data on program 
participation
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Thank you! 

For additional inquiries contact: 

Ariel Drehobl
adrehobl@aceee.org

(202) 507-4038

mailto:ladrehobl@aceee.org


Carmen Bingham, 
Program Coordinator
Affordable Clean Energy Project

carmen@vplc.org



Carmen Bingham, 
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Project-Based Rental Assistance (PBRA)

• PBRA = a public-private partnership which provides affordable housing for 

over 1.2M low- and very-low-income households across the country.

• Average household income = $12K

• 56% of PBRA households include someone with a disability or who is elderly

• PBRA is administered by HUD, provides private owners of multifamily housing 

with a long-term contract to make units affordable. 

• Residents pay 30% of their income for rent, federal government provides the 

difference.

• According to HUD, all federal rental assistance only serves 25% of eligible 

residents.

• PBRA requires annual appropriations from Congress.



Low-Income Housing Tax Credits 

(Housing Credits)

• The Housing Credit is a critical resource for preserving & building affordable housing. 

• Since 1986, the Housing Credit has financed more than 2.8 million affordable 

apartments nationwide, at a rate of nearly 100,000 per year. These properties have 

provided roughly 6.7 million low-income families, seniors, veterans, & people with 

disabilities homes they can afford. 

• Low-income residents pay no more than 30% of their income for rent.

• The Housing Credit provides affordable housing to all 50 states & all types of 

communities, including urban, suburban, and rural.

• The federal government issues Housing Credits to states based on their populations 

each year. 

• States then establish credit allocation plans & the Credits are then awarded to 

developers. Learn more about how states prioritize their various housing needs in 

the Housing Credit program by visiting our NHT’s catalog, PrezCat.

http://www.prezcat.org/


WEATHERIZATION 
PROGRAMS: PAST, 
PRESENT, AND 
FUTURE



HISTORY OF LOW INCOME WEATHERIZATION

• 1972-75 – First weatherization programs – featuring lots of caulk and 

plastic sheeting over windows – begin in Maine with funding from the 

Community Services Administration.

• 1976 – Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) authorized.

• 1992 – WAP evolves into a whole-house program with the use of blower 

doors and other diagnostic testing – The House is a System.

• 2012 – WAP implements formal technical and training standards based on 

industry consensus process.
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WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (WAP)

• Grants provided to states, territories, and tribal governments.

• 720 local nonprofits and governmental agencies, primarily community action 

agencies, make up the subgrantee network.

• The network has weatherized over 7 million homes since WAP’s inception and 

weatherized over 1 million homes during the four-year ARRA program.

• WAP serves clients with incomes under 200% FPL.

• WAP funding is supplemented by transfers from LIHEAP and utility funds.

• Total funding averages $1 billion per year and weatherizes over 120,000 homes.
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WAP PROVIDES THE FOUNDATION OF THE HOME 
PERFORMANCE INDUSTRY

• The Standard Work Specifications (SWS) are the consensus technical 

standards for the industry.

• Training Center accreditation through Interstate Renewable Energy 

Council (IREC).

• Building Performance Institute certifications represent the basic 

educational standards based on Job Task Analyses:  Crew Person; Crew 

Leader; Energy Auditor; Quality Control Inspector.

• Weatherization Assistant – public sector audit tools for single-family, 

multifamily, and manufactured homes.
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THANK YOU!  QUESTIONS?24

Dave Rinebolt

Director of Special Projects and Counsel

OPAE Energy Services

Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy

*  drinebolt@opae.org – 614-975-8692 *

OPAE is a nonprofit organization made up of the 60 agencies providing weatherization 

and bill payment assistance to low income families throughout Ohio.  It advocates for 

consumer protections and affordable utility rates, and manages over $15 million in 

weatherization programs and $15 million in fuel funds for utilities large and small.  It also 

provide technical assistance to states, utilities and agency networks. 

mailto:drinebolt@opae.org


Energy & Construction Manager
Sarah Ralich



ACTION-Housing is a nonprofit affordable housing developer, 
owner and manager in Western Pennsylvania. 
We are also Pennsylvania’s largest weatherization provider.



The Need

• It is estimated that 60% of the affordable housing stock in Pennsylvania was 
built more than 20 years ago. 

• Older affordable multifamily buildings often have deferred maintenance, are 
energy inefficient, and lack the necessary funds for improvement.

• Efficiency investments in multifamily affordable housing mean energy savings, 
lower energy bills, more stable rental payments, reduced pollution, and a 
better quality of life for residents. 



Weatherization Benefits Everybody

• Owners

• Managers

• Tenants

How?
• Fuel Neutral

• Funding for necessary building improvements

• Technical expertise 



The Residences At Wood Street
• Original Construction: 1923

• 16 stories – 72,000 ft2

• 1-6 commercial

• 7-16 residential – 258 SRO units

• Homeless and At-risk

• Operating at a deficit

• Risk of default

• Acquired in 2009



Retrofit Cost and Savings

Total Cost $ Cost/Unit $ Cost/ft2

Actual Cost $1,250,784 $4,848 $17.4 

Construction Costs

EUI (kBTU/ft2)
Steam 

cost/year $

Water 
gallons/bedroom/

day
Water Cost $

Total
Savings

Pre-
retrofit

124 $135,285 48 $31,641

Post-
retrofit

82 $~65,000 40 $26,368

Savings 42 (34%) $70,285 (52%) 8 (17%) $5,273 (17%) $75,558

Energy Savings



Broadview Manor Apartments       Pitcairn, PA

McKeesport Downtown Housing, McKeesport, PA

• 72 units

• Senior 
building

• Built in 1979

• HUD 202



• Project Total Cost: $180,000

• Health & Safety: Upgrade building ventilation

• HVAC: Clean and tune tenant furnaces, install 
two new furnaces for community room

• Air sealing doors

• Lighting Replacement: All LED upgrade

• Tenant units

• Common areas

• Exteriors



Mary, Broadview Manor Tenant



Sarah Ralich
Energy & Construction Manager

ACTION-Housing, Inc.
sralich@actionhousing.org

412-281-2102 x 2054

mailto:sralich@actionhousing.org
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