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Lessons in Resilience from America's Coastal Communities 
 

Thursday, February 22, 2018 

2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 

2237 Rayburn House Office Building 

Please RSVP to expedite check-in: www.eesi.org/022218coastal#rsvp 

Live webcast (connection permitting) will be streamed at: www.eesi.org/livecast 
 

The Environmental and Energy Study Institute (EESI) and the National Association of Regional Councils 

(NARC) invite you to a briefing to discuss climate/weather risks to America's coastal communities and the types 

of resilience plans local governments and regional partnerships are developing to safeguard their residents, built 

assets, and economies. The briefing will explore current and future infrastructure challenges facing public officials 

and how the federal government fits into the pursuit of these shared development goals. Speakers include: 
 

 Nichole Hefty, Deputy Chief Resilience Officer, Regulatory & Economic Resources Dept., Miami-Dade County, FL  

 Mark Wilbert, Chief Resilience Officer, City of Charleston, SC 

 Steve Walz, Director, Dept. of Environmental Programs, Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
 

According to the Third National Climate Assessment, nearly five million people in the coastal United States live 

within four feet of their local high-tide level. Meanwhile, global sea levels are expected to rise by up to 6.6 feet by 

2100 compared to 1992 measurements. Extreme weather events are already threatening coastal residents today, 

underscored by the devastating string of hurricanes that struck Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin 

Islands this past year. City managers are increasingly being tasked with rebuilding and strengthening essential 

infrastructure in a cost-effective and resilient way, so that communities can better withstand future disasters. 
 

Nichole Hefty was a member of the core team responsible for the development of Miami-Dade County’s 

community-wide Sustainability Plan, and now serves as the Deputy Resilience Officer for the County.  Over the 

years, she has worked in environmental compliance as well as aligning county-level climate change mitigation 

and adaptation initiatives with regional, state, and federal resources and priorities. 
 

Mark Wilbert took on the role of Chief Resilience Officer for Charleston in 2017 after serving as the city's Emergency 

Manager for four years. Mr. Wilbert previously served on active duty in the United States Coast Guard for more than 

30 years, retiring at the rank of Captain. His experience includes the planning and management of numerous large-

scale operations, including the Coast Guard’s response to the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill. 
 

Steve Walz spent more than 30 years with the Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy and has been 

a key advisor on energy and environmental issues to numerous elected officials at the local, state, and federal 

levels. He was the department's director and an energy policy advisor to Gov. Tim Kaine. Mr. Walz is also the 

former Director of Regional Energy Planning for the Northern Virginia Regional Commission. 
 

This briefing will be the fifth in a series on "Building Resilient and Secure Infrastructure" presented in partnership 

with the National Association of State Energy Officials (NASEO). 
 

This event is free and open to the public. 

For more information, contact Brian La Shier at blashier@eesi.org or (202) 662-1892. 
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