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Geothermal Energy Resource 
Potential Workshop

• May 2006
• National Experts in Each Technology Area
• Moderated by National Renewable Energy 

Laboratory
• Report Published November 2006
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Opportunity #1

• Hydrothermal

• Expand Existing Production – Small and 
Large (Resource: 30,000 MW)

• Unidentified/Hidden Resource (Resource: 
120,000 MW)



Opportunity #2

• Coproduction from Oil and Gas Fields

• Geopressured Resources

(Resource >100,000 MW)



Opportunity #3

• Deep Geothermal – Enhanced 
Geothermal Systems

(Resource: 1,300,000 to 13,000,000 MW)



Other Opportunities

• Direct Uses (60,000 MWt)
• Geothermal Heat Pumps (>1,000,000 

MWt)
• Distributed Generation (Undefined)



Priorities for a DOE Program
• Hydrothermal – Cost-Shared Drilling/Technology 

Improvement Across the Board/Market 
Incentives (PTC-RPS)

• Hydrothermal (Hidden) – Exploration 
Technology/Cost-Shared Drilling

• GeoPressured – State of the Art Demonstration
• Co-Production – Resource Information/State of 

the Art Demonstrations
• Deep Geothermal/EGS – Develop EGS Tools 

with Goal of EGS Site by 2010


